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John 21 – I Thessalonians 1-4 

 
Key Verses:  

But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children.  

Having so fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of 

God but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us   

        I Thessalonians 2:7-8 

 
For the Lord Himself will descend from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and 

with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  

Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  

Therefore comfort one another with these words.  

        I Thessalonians 4:16-18 

         NAS Version  

 

November 13 - November 19 

 

   

Monday    John 21 – The Disciples go fishing, Jesus commissions Peter to feed His 

 sheep 

 

Tuesday    I Thessalonians 1 – Paul is thankful for the Thessalonians 

 

Wednesday    I Thessalonians 2 – Paul recalls his ministry to the Thessalonians 

 

Thursday    I Thessalonians 3 – Timothy’s ministry to the Thessalonians  

 

Friday    I Thessalonians 4 – Paul’s encouragement to sanctification and love, 

 Prophecy concerning the rapture 

 

 

Saturday – Review 

Sunday – Review 



Introduction to 

I Thessalonians 

 
 

The Author:  The Apostle Paul 

 

  

 

The Audience: Thessalonica was a great metropolis, ranking in stature with Corinth and 

 Ephesus.  It was located on the Thermaic Gulf on the Aegean Sea.  It was named 

 Thessalonica in 315 B.C. by Cassandra after his wife.  She was the half-sister of 

 Alexander the Great.   

 

 Paul went to Thessalonica on his second missionary journey after leaving Philippi.  He 

 remained there at least three Sabbaths.  His primary audience were Greeks and the chief 

 women.  He was forced out of the city by the opposition from the Jews.   

 

 Timothy was later sent to Thessalonica to encourage them, strengthen them in their faith, 

 and bring news back to Paul concerning their spiritual progress. 

 

 

The Date:  I Thessalonians was written about 52 A.D.   

 

 He wrote from Corinth.  He was staying with his friends and partners, Aquila and 

 Priscilla.  Since leaving Thessalonica, he had started a church in Berea and then travelled 

 on to Athens.  From Athens he travelled to Corinth.  When Paul wrote to Thessalonica, 

 he had probably been gone for about four to six months.  The church would have been 

 about eight months old.  The occasion for the writing was that Timothy had arrived from 

 Thessalonica with a good report of what had taken place in that city.   

 

The Purpose:  Paul’s purpose for writing the letter to the church of Thessalonica was to express 

 his joy at hearing of their faith.  He also wanted to clarify some of the issues concerning 

 the coming of the Lord to the earth to gather the church.   

 

The Theme:  The need for holy living considering the Rapture of the church that was imminent 

 and certain. 

 

Key word:  Sanctification 

 

Key verses:  I Thessalonians 3:12-13; 4:16-18; 5:16-18 

 

Key Chapter:  I Thessalonians 4 



Questions and comments concerning the daily readings 

 

John 21 – I Thessalonians 4 

Week Forty-Six 

 

John 21 

 

 1.  John 21:1-3  The crucifixion, burial and resurrection of Jesus had taken place.  Peter  

  had denied Jesus three times on the night of Jesus trial.  Jesus had shown himself  

  twice to His disciples by this time.  What seems significant in the fact that Peter  

  and the other disciples decided to go fishing?  Is there anything significant about  

  the fact that they fished all night and didn’t catch anything?    

 

 2.  John 21:4-6  This is the third time Jesus reveled Himself to His disciples.  (Verse 14)   

  Why was it significant for John to share that Jesus knew they had not caught a  

  thing while fishing all night, but when he instructed  them to cast their net on the  

  other side of the boat, their net was filled with big fish to the point it should have  

  been breaking?  What did this say concerning Jesus?  What lesson might the  

  disciples have learned from this experience? 

 

 3.  John 21:7-8  I Like Peter’s attitude.  When he realized it was Jesus on the shore, he  

  jumped in and swam to Him.  When He realized it was Jesus in the storm in the  

  dead of night he got out and began to walk to Him.  Peter seemed to always be  

  ready to get out of the boat if it meant getting closer to Jesus!  If you consider the  

  boat to be your safe place, your security in life, are you willing to get out of the  

  safe place, to take the plunge to get closer to Jesus?  What is your safe place?   

  What risks might you have to take, what might you need to give up to get closer  

  to Jesus? 

 

 4.  John 21:9-11  One hundred and fifty-three large fish must have been an amazing catch 

  for the disciples after they had fished all night and not caught anything.  Peter  

  would have a major decision to make that morning.  Would he return to his  

  fishing permanently, a relatively secure job for Peter which he understood very  

  well; or would he leave the boat, the nets and the fish to serve Jesus, a job which  

  he was not nearly as well acquainted with?  

 

 5.  John 21:12-14  Jesus once again took the place of the servant.  I wonder if the   

  disciples thought back to when Jesus broke the bread and the few small fishes and 

  fed first 5,000 and then 4,000 men and their families.  I would imagine they  

  recalled many memories and experienced many emotions as they sat together that  

  morning on the sea shore eating the breakfast prepared for them by their Lord.  

 



 6.  John 21:15-17  After breakfast, Jesus had a conversation with Peter.  Peter may have  

  had many insecurities concerning his relationship with Jesus.  Would Jesus trust  

  him, did Jesus still love Him?  After all Peter had said he would go to the death  

  for Jesus and then he had denied Him three times on the night of His trial.  Peter  

  had left his nets to follow Jesus, to become a fisher of men and now Jesus had  

  once again found Peter back on the sea, fishing.   

 

 Verse 15  Jesus asked, Peter, do you love me more than these?  The Greek word for love   

  is agape.  It has to do more with commitment than just feeling and emotions, not  

  that emotions are not part of it.  Peter, are you more committed to me than these.   

  The more than these could have meant, Peter do you love me more than the rest of 

  these disciples love me.  Or, Peter, do you love me more than you love the other  

  disciples.  Or Peter, do you love me more than boat and the net and the fish.  Do  

  you love me more than your job?  Or, Peter, do you love me more than you love  

  the sea, the surrounding hillsides, the town and the people?  Peter, do you love me 

  more than these?   

 

  If Jesus asked you, do you love me more than these, what might He be thinking  

  of?  What might you love more than Jesus, or what might keep you from freely  

  serving Jesus? 

 

  Peter’s response was, yes you know, you have full knowledge that I love you.   

  But love here is from the Greek word Phileo.  It means he had a great affection for 

  Jesus.  It was the term we might use for love in our family, not the love we so  

  often equate with God’s love. 

 

  Jesus response, Peter feed or tend my lambs.  Jesus was calling Peter to leave  

  everything else behind that would hinder the ministry Jesus had for him.  It would 

  be a huge price.  Ultimately it would cost Peter his life. 

 

 Verse 16  The 16th verse was similar to verse 15.  Jesus asked if Peter loved   

  (agape) Him.  Peter affirmed that he loved (phileo) Him.  Again, pasture, care for  

  my sheep.  This time it is not the little lambs, but the adult sheep. 

 

 Verse 17  When Jesus asked Peter this time if he loved Him, He used the term   

  love (phileo) which Peter had been using.  Peter, are you really fond of me?  Peter 

  was grieved and responded, Yes, Lord, You know I love you.  Jesus again   

  instructed him to shepherd, care for His sheep.   

 

  Why do you think Jesus asked Peter three times if Peter really loved Him?   

  

 7.  John 21:18-19  Jesus explained to Peter how he would die as a martyr.  He would be  

  crucified.  Then, Jesus said, knowing this Peter, “follow me!”  And   



  so, knowing what Jesus had said, Peter sill left everything to follow Him.  That is  

  the kind of commitment that changes the world. 

 

 8.  John 21:20-23  Peter turned and saw John following them.  He asked Jesus, what  

  about John, what will happen to him?  Jesus in essence said, Peter, it is none of  

  your business what I do with John.  That is between John and me.  If I want John  

  to remain until I return, Peter, that is between John and me.  All you need to  

  worry about is what is between you and me. 

 

  I do not know Peter’s heart, or his motive for asking that question.  But isn’t it  

  easy to want to know what others are going to do if we are going to serve.  We  

  don’t want to serve sometimes if we feel we are the only ones doing the work.   

  Why should we serve if we are the only ones?  What about those others that are  

  not doing their share?  Such an attitude may rob us of either the joy or the desire  

  to serve and the blessing we receive as a result of our service. 

 

  Do you ever feel that way?  How does it impact your commitment to the Lord’s  

  service? 

 

 9.  John 21:24-25  Wow!  According to verse 25, we only know a small amount of what  

  Jesus really did and accomplished while He was on the earth. 

 

I Thessalonians 1 

 

 1.  I Thessalonians 1:1-3  What did Paul say he gave thanks for the Thessalonians for  

  according to verse 3?  There are three specific things which Paul mentions.  How  

  might these three things be observed as being in past, present and future time? 

 

 2.  I Thessalonians 1:4-5  What is meant by the phrase, His choice of you? 

 

 3.  I Thessalonians 1:5-8  What did Paul commend the Thessalonians for in these verses?  

  What example did that set for us? 

 

 4.  I Thessalonians 1:9-10  What was the report Paul had heard concerning the   

  Thessalonians? 

 

I Thessalonians 2 

 

 1.  I Thessalonians 2:1-4  What was Paul’s attitude when he came to minister to the town  

  of Thessalonica?  What had he just experienced before he came there?  Who was  

  it that Paul desired to please?  How should his example affect how we minister? 

 



 2.  I Thessalonians 2:5-6  What was Paul’s attitude when he arrived in Thessalonica?   

  What right did Paul say he had in verse 6?   

 

 3.  I Thessalonians 2:7-8  Explain Paul’s illustration of how he served in verses 7-8.   

  What example do you find here for how we are to serve within the church? 

 

 4.  I Thessalonians 2:9-12  Explain verse 9.  Paul did not expect much from the   

  Thessalonians.  It says he worked hard night and day.  Why, what was his   

  motivation?  Paul said first he was like a nursing mother.  In this passage he says  

  he acted as a father to the Thessalonian believers.  What was his purpose   

  according to verse 12?  What did Paul want to accomplish among the   

  Thessalonians?   

 

 5.  I Thessalonians 2:13  What was Paul’s basis of thanksgiving in verse 13? 

 

 6.  I Thessalonians 2:14-16  What did Paul commend the Thessalonian church for in this  

  passage?  What was his complaint concerning the Jews? 

 

 7.  I Thessalonians 2:17-20  What was Paul’s personal desire in this passage?  What kept  

  him from fulfilling his desire?  Do we experience this hindrance to our ministries  

  today?  What was Paul’s attitude toward the Thessalonians?  Do you have any  

  Christians or group of believers who you feel that way about? 

 

I Thessalonians 3 

 

 1.  I Thessalonians 3:1-5  Paul was concerned about the young church in Thessalonica.   

  He had told them of the afflictions which were to come.  As a result of his   

  concern and his inability to come to them himself he sent Timothy in His place.   

  Timothy’s responsibility when he arrived in Thessalonica was to strengthen and  

  encourage the people there in their faith.  Paul was concerned that they might be  

  tempted by Satan and that they would fall away from their faith.   

 

  Do you have anyone whom you are concerned about that they might be   

 tempted and fall away from their faith?  How can you support and encourage   

 them as Paul was doing for the Thessalonians? 

 

 2.  I Thessalonians 3:6-10  Timothy had returned to Paul with a good report concerning  

  the believers in Thessalonica.  Their faith and love was strong.  They had not  

  fallen away.  They also wanted to see Paul again, just as he desired to see them.   

  In verse 8, Paul said, my paraphrase, “hearing about your faith has really made  

  my day!”  Paul’s problems melted away to nothing when he heard the good report 

  concerning the Thessalonians.    

 



  Are you, like Paul, concerned about the spiritual health of someone else, so  

  that when you hear they are doing well spiritually, it makes your day?  Is there  

  anyone who feels that way about you and your spiritual life.   Is there any way  

  you can encourage them by letting them know about your faith and thank them for 

  the impact they had on you as a young Christian? 

 

  Take time now to pray for the spiritual strength and walk of someone you care  

  about and desire to see grow and remain strong in their faith. 

 

  Take time to send a text, or better yet a written note to thank someone who has  

  had an impact on your spiritual life, even if you have not seen them for a long  

  time, or maybe you have never seen or met them, but their ministry, written or  

  spoken has ministered to your life in some special way. 

 

 3.  I Thessalonians 3:11-13  Outline Paul’s desire, Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonian  

  believers.   

 

  Is there someone you can pray this prayer for today?  I encourage you to think of  

  someone or a group of individuals and pray that they might increase and abound  

  in their love for each other and for all men.  Make it your goal to pray for this  

  individual or group of individuals for their spiritual growth and love for others   

  every day for the next thirty day. 

 

  What have you learned in I Thessalonians concerning Paul’s attitude and ministry  

  to the Thessalonian church?  How can you apply those ministry principles in your  

  own life in your relationship to other believers? 

 

I Thessalonians 4 

 

 In the first three chapters Paul spent time reflecting on his ministry with the 

 Thessalonians, commending them on their faith and walk and defending his ministry with 

 them against his critics.  In the last two chapters he focuses on Christian living and 

 answering questions concerning the future. 

 

 1.  I Thessalonians 4:1-2  Paul encourages the Thessalonians to continue their walk of  

  faith and develop their Christian lifestyle even more to please God. 

 

 2.  I Thessalonians 4:3-8  The first issue is their sanctification, that is that they abstain  

  from all sexual immorality.  To possess one’s own vessel may either relate to  

  his/her  own body, or that of his/her spouse.  If we act in any immoral fashion, we  

  are not so much rejecting the laws of man, but we are rejecting God.  Do you  

  believe that?  How is it evidenced in your actions? 

 



  What might be included in Paul’s admonition to abstain from sexual immorality? 

 

 3.  I Thessalonians 4:9-10  Paul encouraged the Thessalonians to excel even more than  

  they already were in their love for their Christian brethren.  What kinds of things  

  can we do to show love for other Christians?   

 

 4.  I Thessalonians 4:11-12  Explain Paul’s admonition to lead a quiet life, attend to their  

  own business and work with their hands.  What would Paul expect of us today if  

  this letter were addressed to us?  What does it mean to behave properly toward  

  outsiders and not be in any need?   How does this passage relate to  

  II Thessalonians 3:10-12?  Explain how these passages may relate to today’s  

  welfare programs?   

 

 5.  I Thessalonians 4:13  See also I Corinthians 15:58;  Galatians 6:9-10.  Define doing  

  good in this context.  Do you ever grow weary of doing good? How much doing  

  good is too much?  How much doing is not enough?  If someone looked at your  

  life would they say you do too much good, or too little good, or just enough good?  

  Why would they say what they say? 

 

 6.  I Thessalonians 4:14-18  The Thessalonians were concerned about some in their  

  church who had died, and Christ had not yet returned.  What would happen to  

  them in the future?  Paul gives them instruction concerning  the rapture which was 

  yet to come.  I believe the rapture is still in the future.  I also believe that it could  

  take place at any time.  We must be ready! 

 

  We know that Paul said to be absent from the body is to be at home with the Lord.  

  So, when we die, as believers, our spirit and soul immediately go to where  

  Christ is, Heaven.  The body, however, remains on the earth.  In Acts 1:9-11,  

  Jesus was caught up through the clouds into heaven following Hs death burial and 

  resurrection.  Angels told those who watched Jesus go that they would see Him  

  return in the same manner in which they had seen Him go.  Paul said in our  

  passage that he did not want us to be uniformed concerning what would take place 

  in the future.  Jesus will return with the voice or shout of the archangel, with the  

  trumpet of God.  Those who have died, their bodies will be resurrected from the  

  grave to meet Christ in the air.  Any believer who is alive at that time will also be  

  caught up to meet Jesus in the air.  The word for caught up in verse 17 means to  

  snatch up or snatch away.     

 

  Jesus does not return to earth at that time.  He is met in the air by all of those who  

  have been part of the universal church.  Some believe this will happen prior to the 

  seven-year tribulation, some at the mid-point of the tribulation, others at the end  

  of the tribulation.  I personally believe, as I read this passage and II Thessalonians 

  that it will take place prior to the seven-year tribulation.  We will be caught up to  



  be with Jesus in heaven.  It is at this time that the Bema seat judgment takes place, 

  or the judgment of the believers works as mentioned in I Corinthians 3:10-15    

  and II Corinthians 5:10.  It will also be the time when the Marriage Feast of the  

  Lamb takes place in Heaven.  Revelation 19:6-10 

 

  Jesus is coming back!  We need to be ready and watching for his return!!! 

 

  This is to be an encouraging truth for each of us who believe.  We are to  

  encourage one another with this truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


