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I Peter 1-5 

 
Key Verses:  

 

Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper 

time,  

casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.  

       I Peter 5:6-7 

 

Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour.  

      I Peter 5:8 

        

         NAS Version  

 

October 9-15 

   

Monday    I Peter 1 - Our high standing in Christ 

 

 

Tuesday    I Peter 2 - Called to a holy lifestyle 

 

 

Wednesday    I Peter 3 - Godly living 

 

 

Thursday    I Peter 4 - Be faithful through suffering 

 

 

Friday     I Peter 5 - Being a humble servant 

 

 

Saturday - Review 

Sunday – Review 



Introduction to 

I Peter 
 

The Author:  The Apostle Peter 

 

 Peter was originally from Bethsaida.  His father’s name was Jonas and his brother’s name 

 was Andrew.  He and Andrew were fishermen out of Capernaum.  He lived with his wife 

 in Capernaum.     

 

 Peter was led to the Lord by his brother.  Jesus changed his name from Cephas to Peter, 

 which means, “Rock.”  Later, Jesus called Peter and Andrew to follow Him and they 

 would  become “fishers of men.” 

 

 Peter was a leader among the disciples and one of the inner three who seemed to be 

 closest to Jesus.   

 

 At the trial of Jesus, Peter denied Jesus three times, and yet in spite of that, on the Day of 

 Pentecost, Peter became the spokesman for the early church and one of its two greatest 

 personalities, the Apostle Paul being the other one. 

 

 His ministry was primarily to the Jews, but he was also the first to impress the early   

 church that the gentiles were also to be included in the church.   

 

 Tradition has it that Peter went to Rome and was crucified upside down during the 

 persecution which was driven by the emperor, Nero.  His death would have been just a 

 short time after Paul was beheaded in Rome due to the persecution encouraged by Nero. 

 

The Audience: Peter’s letter was written to believers scattered throughout Asia Minor.   

 

The Date:  The probable date of Peter’s writing was around 65-67 A.D. 

 

 Persecution of Christianity was mounting in the Roman provinces.  It began in Rome 

 in 64 A.D.  Suffering had now become the lot of many of the Christians.   As you will  

 see, Peter spoke of suffering as a main theme in I Peter.   

 

Purpose:  The theme of Peter’s letter is how to deal with Christian Suffering.  First, he wrote to 

 confirm that the gospel of Christ is the true gospel of God.  Secondly, he wrote to warn 

 and encourage his readers concerning the coming persecution which would truly sift and 

 purify the early church.   

 

Key verses:  I Peter 1:14-16; 3:15; 5:6-7 

Key Chapter:  I Peter 4 



Questions and comments concerning the daily readings 

 

I Peter 1-5 

Week Forty-One 

 

I Peter 1 

 

1.  I Peter 1:1  What do you learn about the recipients of Peter’s letter according to verse  

  1? 

 

 2.  I Peter 1:2  Note the involvement of the trinity in this verse.  What was the role of the  

  Father in their salvation? (See the end of verse 1 as well as the beginning of verse  

  2.)  What was the role of the Holy Spirit?  What part was Jesus    

  involvement according to this verse? 

 

 3.  I Peter 1:3-5  WOW!!!  What all did the Father accomplish for us in verses 3-5?  Take  

  a few minutes to think about this. 

 

 4.  I Peter 1:6-7  What was the attitude of the readers to be concerning their faith?  Do  

  you think you would rejoice if you were suffering for your faith? 

 

 5.  I Peter 1:8-9  What do you know concerning the faith of Peter’s readers?  How can  

  they be an example for us? 

 

 6.  I Peter 1:10-12  This salvation, which we enjoy was made known by the prophets of  

  the Old Testament for the benefit of we who now receive it.  Notice, even the  

  angels had a great interest in it. 

 

 7.  I Peter 1:13  Name the three specific things we are to do according to verse 13.   

 

 8.  I Peter 1:14-16  We are not to be conformed to the former lusts of our previous  

  unsaved lives.  What should our lives be like?  Who are we to be like? 

 

 9.  I Peter 1:17-21  Explain the meaning of verse 21.  With what were we redeemed,  

  purchased?  When were plans first made for our redemption?   

 

 10.  I Peter 1:22-25  What is our responsibility to one another according to verse 22?   

  Explain the world fervently.  (In the NIV it is deeply.  In the ESV it is earnestly.) 

What is made evidenced concerning the Word of God according to this passage? 

 

 

 



I Peter 2 

 

 1.  I Peter 2:1-3  Why is it necessary to put aside malice, deceit, hypocrisy, etc. if we wish 

  to grow as Christians?  What is essential for spiritual growth? 

 

 2.  I Peter 2:4-8  What does it mean for Christians to be likened as living stones?  Who is  

  the chief cornerstone?  What is important about a cornerstone?  Why is it that  

  some people stumble over the cornerstone? 

 

 3.  I Peter 2:9-10  We are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for  

  God’s own possession.  As a result of who we are, what does Peter say we are  

  expected to do?   

  

 4.  I Peter 2:11-12  Peter says we are aliens and strangers.  What does that mean?  Where  

  are we aliens?  What does Peter say our responsibilities are since we are aliens  

  and strangers?  Why?     

 

As a result of who we are, Peter gives some very practical advice on how we are to live in this 

present world. 

 

 5.  I Peter 2:13-17   Submission to the government. 

  We are to submit to the governing authorities (Democrat, Republican,   

  or independent). What is the purpose of the governing authority?   (verse 14)   

  Why should we do right according to verse 15?  We are free men and women, but  

  what does Peter suggest are the limitations to our freedoms and why?  Notice the  

  fourfold personality according to verse 17. 

 

 6.  I Peter 2:18-20  Submission in the workforce. 

  Why are servants/employees to be submissive to their masters/employers?   

  Explain the meaning of verse 20. 

 

 7.  I Peter 2:21-25  What example did Jesus give us for how to live life according to  

  verses 21-23?  Do you find this a difficult example to follow?  According to verse 

  25, what were we previously like?  So, what did Jesus do for us that changed our  

  lives and our eternal destiny according to verse 24?  How should that make us feel 

  in relationship to Christ?  How should it impact how we not live? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



I Peter 3 

 

 1.  I Peter 3:1-7  Submission to the marriage relationship. 

  I Peter 3:1-6  The role of the wife. 

  Verse 1-2  Wives are to submit to their own husbands.  According to this passage, 

   why is this important?  What impact do you think a wife would have  

   spiritually on her husband if she was bossy, a nag, and not submissive?  

 

  Verse 3-4  Explain the comparison Peter made in verses 3-4 between a woman  

   with much external adornment and a woman the imperishable quality of a  

   gentle and quiet spirit.  Does this mean a Christian woman should not  

   wear make-up or jewelry?  Why or why not? 

 

  Verse 5-6  The example of Sarah. 

 

  Verse 7  The role of Husbands. 

  What does it mean that husbands are to live with their wives in an understanding  

  way as with someone weaker?  How might a woman be weaker than a man?  If a  

  husband does not show his wife honor as a fellow Christian, how might this affect 

  his relationship with his Heavenly Father? 

 

 2.  I Peter 3:8-12  Which of the qualities mentioned in verses 8-9 is the most difficult for  

  you?  How easy is it to give a blessing to someone you want to insult?  What  

  important spiritual principle(s) do you take away from verses 10-12? 

 

 3.  I Peter 3:13-17  If we are to suffer as believers, then it is better to suffer for doing  

  good rather than for doing evil.  As believers we are to continually be prepared to  

  give a defense for the hope we have in our lives.  Notice we are to do so with  

  gentleness and reverence.   

 

 4.  I Peter 3:18-22  Why did Jesus have to die according to verse 18?  Did he deserve to  

  die?  Who are the unjust if Jesus is the just? 

 

  Who was it that Jesus went to preach to in prison?  Verses 19-20 

 

  How does baptism save us?  Are we saved by water baptism?  Who or what were  

  subjected to Jesus before he entered into heaven.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



I Peter 4 

 

 1.  I Peter 4:1-6  Peter said, that just as Jesus had suffered in His death, so we should be  

  willing to suffer.  What did Peter say that his readers lives had been like before  

  they received Christ?  How did their old friends respond to their new life styles?   

  What did Peter say would be the ultimate result for both the living and the dead,  

  the saved and the unsaved, according to verses 5-6? 

 

 2.  I Peter 4:7  Peter, like Paul, believed that Jesus would return soon.  What is his  

  direction as a result of his belief that the end was near?  Why? 

 

 3.  I Peter 4:8-9  What instruction did Peter give in these two verses and what was his  

  reason for giving them? 

 

 4.  I Peter 4:10-11  Peter’s instructions concerning spiritual gifts.   

  What is the purpose of spiritual gifts according to verse 10?   

  What are the two classes of gifts which Peter identifies in verse 11?  Who gives  

  the strength and ability to perform the gifts?  What is the ultimate reason for the  

  use of our gifts according to verse 11? 

 

 5.  I Peter 4:12-16  If we suffer as a result of our Christian faith, what should be our  

  attitude?  What is the message in verse 15? 

 

 6.  I Peter 4:17-19  How will the judgement differ between the believer and the non- 

  believer? 

 

 

I Peter 5 

 

 1.  I Peter 5:1-4  Direction for Christian leaders. 

 

  How does Peter identify himself in verse 1? 

 

  Peter identifies the elder also as a shepherd and an overseer.  Shepherd is the same 

  word as pastor in the Greek language.  These three terms and their responsibilities 

  identify the pastor in the Bible.   

 

  Describe the role, responsibility and attitude which should characterize a church  

  pastor. 

 

  What can an obedient pastor expect to receive when Jesus returns? 

 



 2.  I Peter 5:5  What did Peter say should characterize the younger men in the church?   

  What should be their attitude toward their elders/pastors?  What should they  

  beware of?   

 

 3.  I Peter 5:6-7  Explain verses 6-7?  What must we avoid? 

 

 4.  I Peter 5:8-9  What is Satan seeking to do?  What must we do to be alert to avoid  

  being devoured by the devil?  Do you ever think of Satan like a roaring lion  

  seeking to devour you?  What does it mean for the devil to devour someone?   

  What is Peter talking about here? 

 

 5.  I Peter 5:10-11  What can I trust God to do for me when I am experiencing   

  trials/suffering in my life?    

 

 6.  I Peter 5:11-14  Silvanus, probably Silas who was Paul’s companion on his second  

  missionary journey, was Peter’s secretary in writing the Letter of I Peter.  Mark  

  would be the same John Mark who was the author of the Gospel of Mark, who  

  was often mention by Paul and in fact was one of the individuals Paul requested  

  to come to him in the last chapter of II Timothy.  Babylon may have been another  

  name used for Rome, but more likely, Peter was speaking of Babylon in Assyria.    

 

  The reference to Sylvanus and Mark demonstrates how closely the leaders of the  

  early church interacted with one another. 

 


