
Brentwood Bible Fellowship 

Reading thru the New Testament 

2017 
Week 34 

 

I Corinthians – II Corinthians 

I Corinthians 15 – II Corinthians 3 

 
Key Verse:  

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 

       I Corinthians 15:58 

 

           NAS Version 

 

August 21 - 27 

   

Monday - I Corinthians 15 – Message on the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

 

 

Tuesday - I Corinthians 16 – Instructions on giving, Personal greetings 

 

 

Wednesday - II Corinthians 1 – Purpose for suffering, Paul explains why he  failed 

to come and visit in Corinth  

 

 

Thursday - II Corinthians 2 – Forgive the erring brother 

 

 

Friday - II Corinthians 3 – The transforming power of the gospel 

 

 

Saturday - Review 

 

Sunday – Review 

 

 



Introduction to 

I and II Corinthians 
 

The Author:  Paul   

 

 Paul visited Corinth on his second missionary journey.  It was about 51 or 52 A.D.  He 

 had just been to Athens where he got a rather cool reception.  In Corinth, however, he had 

 a very successful ministry.  He met Aquila and Priscilla in Corinth and they carried on a 

 tent making business together, which Paul used the proceeds from to support himself 

 while in Corinth.  He remained in the city about 18 months.   

  

The Audience:   

 

 Corinth was a Roman colony of about six to seven hundred thousand residents.   It was 

 located on a narrow isthmus between Aegean and Adriatic Sea.  It joined Peloponnesus 

 with the Northern Mainland of Greece.  Due to its location, it had two important seaports.  

 As a result it became one of the major commercial centers of the day.  It became a social 

 melting pot for Jews, Romans and Greeks.  It became a meeting place for sailors, 

 salesmen, bankers and travelers from all the Mediterranean.  Corinth was filled with 

 temples and shrines, the most prominent being the Temple to Aphrodite, the Goddess of 

 Love.  In her temple alone there were 1,000 sacred prostitutes.  Corinth was a center for 

 luxury, sensuality and sporting events.  Vice, corruption and immorality were rampant.  

 Much of the scum of the empire would gravitate to Corinth.  The word “Corinthianize” 

 signified to be a degraded person.   

 

 Though Corinth was city filled with sin, the citizens were apparently ripe to hear the 

 gospel.  The only problem was, as we shall see as we read the letters to Corinth, they had 

 problems divorcing themselves from the sins and attitudes of their old lives. 

  

 

I Corinthians 

 

The Date:  Written from Ephesus about 55-56 A.D. 

  

 

The Purpose for I Corinthians: 

 

 The dominant theme throughout I Corinthians is Christian conduct.  Reports had filtered 

 out to Paul that the church was experiencing divisiveness, immorality, legal problems 

 among the membership, family problems, misuse of their spiritual gifts, 

 misunderstanding concerning the resurrection and the list goes on.  As a result, Paul was 

 writing to rebuke and rectify the problems which had come up within the church.   



 

 The theme of Christian conduct was always related back to the Cross of Christ.  The 

 importance of proper Christian living was commanded on the basis of the Lordship of 

 Christ over His body the church. 

 

Key verse:  I Corinthians 6:19-20; I Corinthians 10:12-13 

 

Key Chapter:  I Corinthians 13 

 

 

 

II Corinthians 

 

The Date:  Written from Ephesus about 56-57 A.D.  (Written about six months after 1  

 Corinthians) 

 

The Outline and Purpose of II Corinthians: 

 

 The themes of II Corinthians include the comfort and grace of God in the Christian 

 ministry; Paul’s philosophy of ministry; important information concerning Christian 

 giving; and Paul’s defense of his apostleship and apostolic authority. 

 

Key verses:  II Corinthians 4:5-6; 5:17-19 

 

Key Chapters:  II Corinthians 8-9   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions and comments concerning the daily readings 

 

I Corinthians 15-16; II Corinthians 1-3 

Week Thirty-Four 

 

I Corinthians 15 

 

 1.  I Corinthians 15:1-11  Paul says the gospel message is of first, or primary importance.  

  Explain the gospel message according to verses 3-4.  Why is this of first   

  importance? Why was it important for Paul to mention the witnesses which had  

  seen Jesus after His resurrection?  Why was it important that Paul mentioned that  

  he had also see the risen Lord?   When did Jesus appear to Paul?  

 

 2.  I Corinthians 15:12-19  If Christ were not raised, what impact would that have on our  

  faith?  If Christ were not raised from the dead, how does that impact our hope?   

  What effect does Christ’s resurrection have on how we think about believers  

  who have died? 

 

 3.  I Corinthians 15:20-28  Who brought death into the world?  How did he do that?  Who 

  has brought life into the world?  Why must Christ rule on the earth?  When will  

  this take place?  Who is the last enemy whom Christ will conquer?  What will  

  Christ do once He has conquered the last enemy? 

 

 4.  I Corinthians 15:29-34  If we believed that  there was no resurrection, how might it  

  affect our beliefs and actions according to verse 32?  As there was the   

  resurrection of Jesus from the dead, how should our actions be affected?  (Verse  

  34) 

 

 5.  I Corinthians 15:35-49  According to verses 35-41, what must happen to our earthly  

  body before there can be a resurrected heavenly body?  According to verses 42- 

  49, name all the ways that our resurrected heavenly bodies will differ from our  

  earthly bodies.  Would you rather have an earthly body or a resurrected heavenly  

  body?  Why? 

 

 6.  I Corinthians 15:50-57  What must happen before we can inherit the Kingdom of  

  God?  When will this take place?  What will happen at that moment?  What will  

  happen to death at that time?   

 

 7.  I Corinthian 15:58  Therefore, as the saying goes, what is the therefore there for?  The  

  question is, based on what we now know concerning the gospel, the resurrection  

  and what will take place in our lives, with our bodies, following the return of  

  Jesus, what should our attitude and actions be according to verse 58?   



 

 What important truths stand out to you after studying I Corinthians 15?  List several. 

 

 

 

I Corinthians 16      Instructions on giving, Personal greetings. 

 

 1.  I Corinthians 16:1-4  Paul was collecting a love offering from the churches of Asia to  

  be carried to Jerusalem to assist the Christians there who were experiencing  

  severe material difficulties.  What principles do you see in verse two which  

  can be applied to our personal giving to the church today? 

 

 2.  I Corinthians 16:5-9  Paul shared his immediate plans.  He hoped to see the   

  Corinthians soon. 

 

 3.  I Corinthians 16:10-18  Paul gave instructions on how the Corinthians are to relate to  

  other spiritual leaders who would be coming to Corinth.  Remember that the  

  church at Corinth was divided over their allegiance to the various pastors they  

  followed.   

 

  Explain Paul’s instruction to the church in verses 13 and 14. 

 

 4.  I Corinthians 16:19-23  Paul’s final greetings.  Paul shared greetings from the other  

  churches in Asia as well as his own personal greetings.  I think it was special that  

  the Church at Corinth was not just a little isolated congregation of believers by  

  itself, but had ties with other churches across Asia. 

 

  

 

II Corinthians 1     Purpose in suffering, Paul explains why he failed to go and visit the 

 Corinthians as he said he would. 

 

 1.  II Corinthians 1:1-2  The introduction. 

 

 2. II Corinthians 1:3-7  How is God identified in verses 3-4?  What does God do   

  on our behalf according to this passage?  If we have been comforted in our  

  afflictions by Christ, what then is our responsibility according to verses 4-5? 

 

 3.  II Corinthians 1:8-11  Paul related how he despaired even for his own life while in  

  Asia.  He lived as one whom had received the death sentence.  How did the  

  Corinthians help and support him according to verse 11?  How are we to support  

  others in their time of need? 

 



 4.  II Corinthians 1:12-22  Paul explained why he did not come to Corinth as he said he  

  would.  He defended his integrity.  His earlier promise to come to them was  

  sincere.  As God is faithful, so was their word.  (Verse 18)  Christ is reliable as  

  well.  (Verses 19-22) 

 

 5.  II Corinthians 1:23-24  Why does Paul say that he did not go to Corinth?  Who would  

 benefit from Paul’s not going to Corinth?  How? 

 

 

II Corinthians 2     Forgive the erring brother 

 

1.  I Corinthians 2:5-11  The erring brother in this passage may have been the man who 

was having a relationship with his father’s wife in I Corinthians 5.  Church discipline is 

always with the desire that the offending person may be brought back into the church. 

Reconciliation and restoration should always be the goal of  church discipline.   

 

  List any principles you learn about the restoration and forgiveness of a person  

  who has sinned, but after repentance has come back to be restored to the church  

  fellowship. 

 

  What can you learn about restoring a relationship with a person with whom you  

  have had problems personally? 

 

 2.  II Corinthians 2:12-13  Paul shares his concern for Titus.   

 

 3.  II Corinthians 2:14-17  Paul shares the secret of the gospel’s victory, that is, that it is  

  in Christ!   

  Paul speaks of the sweet aroma of the gospel witness to God, both in those who  

  are saved as well as those who are not saved.  How can the gospel message be a  

  fragrant aroma to God not only to the saved, but also to those who reject it? 

  

II Corinthians 3    The transforming power of the gospel – The New Covenant  

 

 1.  II Corinthians 3:1-5  If Paul needed a letter of commendation, then the Corinthians  

  themselves were that letter.   

 

  The Corinthians were the letter 

  Christ was the author 

  Paul was the pen 

  The Holy Spirit was the ink 

  The Table on which the letter was written was the hearts of the Corinthians 

  The readers were all men 

 



  Notice Paul’s adequacy was not in himself, but in God. 

 

 2.  II Corinthians 3:6  Recognize, the New Covenant is not of the law but of the Spirit of  

  life.   

 

 3.  II Corinthians 3:7-11  When Moses received the Ten Commandments on stone tables  

  the Glory of the Lord shown on his face.  If the law, which is a tool of   

  condemnation, which has no power to bring life, but ultimately brought death  

  came with the glory of God, wouldn’t this new covenant, the covenant of life  

  bring much more glory?  Yes!  It comes with an everlasting glory. 

 

 4. II Corinthians 3:12-16  What is the message of verses 12-16?  How does the   

  boldness of Paul differ from the response of Moses? When is the blindness of  

  the veil removed? 

 

 5.  II Corinthians 3:17-18   According to verse 17, what is the Lord?  What does He  

  impart to us?  What does that mean?  As we behold the glory of the Lord, what  

  are we being transformed into? 

   

   

 


