
Brentwood Bible Fellowship 

Reading thru the New Testament 

2017 

 
Week 15 

The Gospel of Matthew 

Matthew 3-7 

 

Suggested Weekly Memory Verse:  Matthew 6:33 
  

"But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  

   
        Matthew 6:33 

          NAS Version 

April 10 - April 16 

 

Monday - Matthew 3    Jesus baptized by John the Baptist 

 

 

Tuesday - Matthew 4    Jesus Ministry begins 

 

 

Wednesday - Matthew 5    The Sermon on the Mount – Chapters 5-7 

 

 

Thursday - Matthew 6    Instructions concerning Prayer and Worry 

 

 

Friday - Matthew 7    Treating others right 

 

 

Saturday - Review 

 

 

Sunday – Review 

 

 



Questions and comments concerning the daily readings 

Matthew 3-7 

Week Fifteen 

 

Matthew 3  

 

1. Matthew 3:1-6   John the Baptist’s message was a message of national revival.  What was 

the purpose of John’s ministry?  What did John require of his audience?  How would a 

similar message be received today in America? 

 

2. Matthew 3:7-10   What was John’s message to the Pharisees and the Sadducees?  

Remember, these were considered to be the spiritual leaders of the nation. 

 

How do you feel about John’s message?  Would you consider John to be too harsh if you 

heard his message today?   

 

3. Matthew 3:13-17   The Baptism of Jesus 

How was Jesus’ Baptism different from the baptism of others who were baptized by 

John? 

 

What was the purpose of Jesus’ baptism? 

 

What great theological truth is verified in verses 16-17? 

 

 

Matthew 4  

 
1. Matthew 4:1-11   Jesus Temptation 

 

 What do we learn about Jesus temptation or testing in verse 1?  How does that compare 

 to what we learned about temptation in James 1:12-15?  

 

 What was Jesus physical condition like according to verse 2? 

 Think about when you might be most vulnerable fall to temptation. 

 

 How did Jesus withstand the three temptations?  What should we do to prepare ourselves 

 to withstand temptation? 

 

 How did Satan use scripture to tempt Jesus?   (verse 6)  How did Jesus respond? 

 

 What was the temptation of verses 8-9? 

 



What was Jesus’ response in verse 10?  What great spiritual truth do we learn in verse   

10? 

 

2. Matthew 4:12-17 

 

 Capernaum became Jesus’ base for his ministry. 

 

 What was Jesus’ message?  How did it relate to John the Baptist’s message?  Is it a 

 message we readily hear preached today?  Why or why not?  How do you think such a 

 message would be received today?  How do you think you would respond to a similar 

 message?   

 

3. Matthew 4:18-22   Jesus calls Peter, Andrew, James and John.   

 

 What was Jesus call to these four men?   

 What was their response?  Are you surprised by their response?   

 

 What advice would you give to your kids if as young adults they felt that they had a 

 similar call?  Think about this one carefully? 

 

4. Matthew 4:23-25   Jesus’ ministry in Galilee 

Why does it appear that the people in Galilee were drawn to Jesus?    

 

What was the spiritual purpose of Jesus’ miracles?    (See John 20:30-31) 

 

 

Matthew 5-7   The Sermon on the Mount 
 

The Sermon on the Mount, in all probability, is the most famous sermon ever preached.  It was 

not an evangelistic sermon.  It does not tell anyone how to become a follower of Christ.  Rather, 

it explains how a follower of Christ should live.   It is in sharp contrast to the lifestyle of the 

proud legalistic lifestyle of the Pharisees.  Ryrie says Jesus’ message, as well as John the 

Baptist’s was a call to repentance.  Therefore, the Sermon on the Mount is a detailed explanation 

on how to repent.  The Sermon on the Mount gives a good explanation of how we are to live.   

 

Matthew 5 

 
1. Matthew 5:2-12   The Beatitudes 

 

Blessed can also be translated “happy”. 

 

Take time to meditate on the meaning of each of the Beatitudes in this passage.  What do 

they say about our attitude toward life?   



 

Notice, the promised reward is not present but future.  Immediate gratification is not 

promised.  This is much like the heroes of faith in Hebrews chapter 11.  They acted in 

faith, based on God’s promises, though they might never see the promised result 

themselves.   

 

Christians need to live with a view to our future promised hope, not merely focusing on 

the circumstances we may be experiencing in the present. 

 

2. Matthew 5:13-16   We are to be salt and light.  List all of the positive qualities of both 

salt and light that you can think of.  How are the qualities to be evidenced in the life of a 

Christian?  How are they to be evidenced in the actions of a local church? 

 

3. Matthew 5:17-19  Explain the meaning of this passage.  Compare it with Matthew 22:36-

40, The Great Commission. 

 

4. Matthew 5:20  The righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees was legalistic and external.  

Our righteousness must first be internal.  Explain what this means. 

 

5. Matthew 5:21-26  What do you learn from this passage about anger and forgiveness?  

What do you learn about worship of God and how your relationship with others impacts 

our ability to worship, or, how does it impact how God will receive our worship?   

 

6. Matthew 5:27-28  How do you think the advice of verses 27-28 would be received by our 

American culture  today?  Can you think of anyway that the passage is sometimes 

misused?   

 

7. Matthew 5:29-30  Does Christ actually mean for me to cut off my hand or to tear out one 

of our eyes?  What is being taught in this passage?   

 

8. Matthew 5:31-32   Is God ever pleased with divorce?  Why does divorce seem so 

acceptable in 2017 America?  Even in the church? 

 

9. Matthew 5:33-37  As followers of Christ, we are to be individuals of integrity, of 

honesty.  If that were the case for all Americans, lawyers would go out of business.   

 

This makes for the great goal, to be known as a person of honesty; to be known as a 

person who keeps his or her word.  A person who others will say, “his word is his bond.”   

Would people say that about you?  Why or why not?  If not, then you know that you have 

something to strive for. 

 

10. Matthew 5:38-42   Explain this passage in your own words.  How easy is it to be this kind 

of person? 



 

11. Matthew 5:43-48  Love 

 

How can we become more like God?  Think of one person you love.  How are you 

demonstrating love to them today?  How did they respond?  Think of one person you do 

not get along with.  Maybe you are holding a grudge toward them.  They hurt you in 

some way.  How will you demonstrate an act of love toward them this week?   

Do this without any expectation for how they might respond.  Just do it from a right heart 

attitude and in obedience to God. 

 

 

 

Matthew 6   

 

1.  Matthew 6:1   Explain The meaning of Matthew 6:1 

 

2. Matthew 6:2-4   What should our attitude be when we do a good deed or give to a 

charitable cause? 

 

3. Matthew 6:5-15  Prayer 

 

According to verses 5-6, why did Jesus say it is important to pray in secret, as in an inner 

room with no one else present?  

 

Explain the meaning of a prayer of “vain repetition” mentioned in verses 7-8.  Can you 

give some examples of such prayers today?  When and where are you likely to hear them 

or participate in them? 

 

Why should we pray if God already knows every need before we ask? 

 

Matthew 6:9-15  The Lord’s Model Prayer 

 

 To “Pray in this way” speaks more of a pattern or method of prayer than a 

 repetitious, verbatim prayer.   

 

 Dissect verses 9-13 to see what components should make up the various parts of 

 our prayers. 

 As an example, verse 9 recognizes who God is.  It may be seen as an act of 

 adoration.  This patterned prayer does not begin with my needs or my requests.  It 

 is not simply about me or my wants.  It focuses my attention on God. That is 

 verse 9. 

 



 Now, evaluate verses 10-13 in the same manner.  In this way we can determine 

 how Jesus taught his followers to pray.  That is the model.  

  

 Does anything special stand out to you concerning the pattern Christ has given us 

 for our prayers? 

  

 According to verses 14-15, how important is it for us to forgive others?   

 What is the result if we are unwilling to forgive? 

 

4. Matthew 6:16-18  What is the key to fasting?  How does this relate to charitable giving in 

 Matthew 6:1-4? 

 

5. Matthew 6:19-24   God and Money 

 

  What do verses 19-21 teach us about our relationship to earthly riches?    

  Where is your heart?  How do you know? 

  Explain the meaning of verses 22-23. 

 Matthew 6:24  By evaluating your calendar and your bank account (saving and 

 spending) who or what would it appear that you serve?  How can you tell?  

 Explain.   

 

 Where does God fit?  Why did you give the answer you gave?  

 

 *Think about this.  Do you give God a minimum of 10% of everything you earn?  

 That is a tithe. 

 

 What about a tithe or a tenth of your time?  Based on a 24 hour day, that would be 

 about 17 hours per week.  (That is gross time.)  Subtracting 8 hours for sleep. 

 A Tithe of a 16 hour day, (That is net time) would work out to about 11 hours 

 reserved for God each week.   

 

 Just food for thought.  But, where does worship and service for our Lord fit into 

 our weekly/monthly calendars? 

 

6. Matthew 6:25-34  A Cure for Worry 

 In terms of your material needs, what do you worry about the most? 

 If God cares for the birds and clothes the flowers in all their beauty, don’t you think He 

 will meet all of your needs as well? 



 One question, when are the things we classify as needs really our wants instead of our 

 needs? 

 We may feel the financial pinch due to the mortgage on a 4,000 foot house, when we 

 could downsize to a 1,500 to 2,000 square foot home and have more than sufficient 

 finances to meet our needs. 

 We could adjust to hamburger patties and a vegetable for dinner rather than rib eye steak, 

 lobster tail and a loaded baked potato and be just as healthy.  God has promised to meet 

 our needs as we put Him first, seek Him first, but for us to be aware that God is meeting 

 our needs, we may need to downsize a bit to where our needs are what are being met and 

 not our wants.   

 Take a few minutes to examine your needs versus your wants.   

 Sometimes, Christians think God is not faithful to meet their needs, when in reality, their 

 wants and what they expect from God far exceed their actual needs. 

 How can we begin to determine our real needs? 

 Reading verse 33, what does it mean to seek God’s kingdom and His righteousness, so 

 that all the things we need will be given to us? 

 Explain what it means in verse 34 when it says not to worry about tomorrow as it relates 

 to the passage we just studied. 

 

Matthew 7 

 

1. Matthew 7:1-5   What is the primary principle found in verses 1-5?   

 Does this mean we should never judge others?   

 How is this verse often misused? 

 

2. Matthew 7:6   Pigs and dogs were considered despicable animals.  Who did Jesus 

consider to be dogs and pigs in this passage? 

 

3. Matthew 7:7-11   What principle did Jesus teach about prayer in verses 7-11? 

 

How does Jesus relate a human father giving to his son to how God supplies gifts to His 

children?   

 

4. Matthew 7:12     The Golden Rule 



 This does not teach that we are to do unto others before they do unto us, as some have 

 said.   

 Explain why Matthew 7:12 is so important. 

 

5. Matthew 7:13-14    A contrast of the Wide Gate and the Narrow Gate 

 When and how did you find the narrow gate?  If you are not sure if you have found the 

 narrow gate yet, ask someone who you know who has found it and ask them to give you 

 directions.   

6. Matthew 7:15-20   According to verses 15-20, how can you tell a good teacher from a 

false teacher?   

  

Wat kind of fruit can you expect to see from a good teacher? 

What kind of fruit can you expect to see from a false teacher? 

 

How can you tell if an author or a TV or radio pastor is a good teacher or a false teacher? 

 

Why in 2017 is it so important to be able to tell the difference between a good and false 

teacher?   

 

7. Matthew 7:21-23  How is it possible that someone may call Jesus ”Lord, Lord” and still 

not be eligible to enter the Kingdom of  God? 

Might this be a problem for some who call themselves Christians today?  Explain your 

answer. 

 

How can a person truly know if Christ is Lord of their life? 

 

8. Matthew 7:24-27   What does the rock, spoken of in verses 24-27, represent?  What does 

the sand represent?   

How would you characterize one who builds their life on the rock?  How would you 

characterize one who builds their life on the sand? 

 

Can a Christian build his or her life on the sand?  If so, what will be the result? 

 

9. Matthew 7:28-29  What was the problem with the teaching of the scribes?  What does it 

mean that they lacked authority? 

 Why does it say Jesus seemed to teach with authority when the scribes did not? 

 

 


