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Monday - Mark 16   (The Resurrection) 

 

 

Tuesday - Acts 1       (The Great Commission) 

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 2   (The arrival of the Holy Spirit/The church is founded) 

 

 

Thursday - Acts 3    (The healing of the lame man/Peter’s second sermon) 
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Questions and comments concerning the daily readings 

Mark 16 – Acts 1-4 

Week Four 

 

Mark 16  -  The Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus 

 
1.  Verses 1-2   

a.  Jesus died on Friday, the sixth day of the week.  The Jews were required by law not 

to do any work over the Sabbath which actually began at sundown on Friday evening 

and lasted through sundown of what would be our Saturday.  Since Jesus was taken 

down late on Friday afternoon there was not adequate time to prepare the Christ’s 

body for His permanent burial.  So, after seeing where the body was laid, the women 

went home planning to come back the morning of the first day of the week with 

sufficient spices to care for the body. 

 

b. Note:  We do not celebrate our day of worship on the Sabbath or the day of Jewish 

rest.  We celebrate on the first day of the week in remembrance of Christ’s 

resurrection.  The Jewish Sabbath is in remembrance of the day of rest which God 

took following the  six days of creation in Genesis one. 

 

2. Verse 3 - The women were, most likely, so consumed with the preparation of the spices 

that they did not think to enlist some of the men to assist them in moving the stone from 

the front of the tomb.  The stone, as I understand it, would have looked something like a 

large disc.  It had to be large enough to cover the entrance to the tomb which had to be 

large enough for humans to pass in and out.  Which would have meant that the stone 

would have been extremely heavy.  The stone would have been rolled into a track dug in 

front of the tomb to hold the stone in place.  It also was a deterrent to keep grave robbers 

and animals away from the bodies.  Considering how large the stone must have been, the 

women had every right to wonder how they were going to remove it.   

 

3. Verses 4-6  Good news!  Someone rolled the stone away!  Better news for later, the body 

was gone!  An angel shared that Jesus had risen.   

 

Eyewitness accounts prove the resurrection really took place.  I Corinthians 15 says up to 

500 people saw the risen lord all at one time.  The massive amount of manuscript 

evidence should be sufficient to prove the validity of the resurrection of Jesus even today.  

Yet sceptics try to establish theories for what might have happened to the body other than 

the resurrection.  There are four primary theories we read about, not one of which makes 

any sense. 

 

 

 



 Theory #1 – The Stolen Body theory 

   The Disciples stole the body when the soldiers fell asleep. 

 

 The High priests spread the word that the Roman soldiers on duty had fallen 

 asleep and the disciples had come in and carried the body away.    

 Problem #1 -  A soldier found sleeping on duty was subject to death.  Would all  

  of these soldiers have fallen asleep on duty at the same time.  Extremely  

  unlikely. 

 Problem #2 – If the soldiers had fallen asleep, they certainly would have   

  awakened when the stone was moved.  A rock that heavy could not have  

  been removed from its place silently. 

 Problem #3 – These are the same disciples who ran form the garden when Jesus  

  was arrested.  They were not likely to try to overthrow a group of trained  

  Roman soldiers.   

 There is not a chance this theory would have happened. 

 

 Theory #2  - The Swooon Theory. 

 

 Jesus actually did not die.  He simply fainted on the cross from lack of blood.  

 When his body was placed in the cool tomb, he revived, got up and rolled the 

 stone way and walked out. 

 

 Problem #1 – Even if Jesus had not died and he revived in the tomb, due to the  

  loss of blood and a spear driven through his side, he would not have had  

  the strength to remove the stone from the front of the tomb. 

 Problem #2 – His body was examined by the centurion, who was an expert on  

  death.  He had most likely witnessed many crucifixions.  He confirmed  

  that Jesus was indeed dead. 

 Problem #3 – Jesus’ side was pierced with a spear to guarantee His death. (John  

  19:34)  From the wound flowed blood and water.  It is believed that the  

  spear bust the pericardium, the sack surrounding the heart and out flowed  

  the water.  It also pierced the heart releasing a flow of blood.  The spear  

  thrust and the flow of both blood and water were a sure proof of His death. 

 

 The evidence clearly shows that Jesus was dead.  He had  not merely fainted. 

 

 Theory #3 – The wrong tomb theory 

 

 The women were so distraught that they forgot where the tomb was and went to 

 the wrong tomb. 

 

 Problem # 1 – The women would not all have forgotten where the tomb was.   



 Problem #2 – When Peter and John heard of the empty tomb, they ran to check it  

  out.  It was empty. 

 Problem #3  -  The angels informed them that Jesus had risen.  They would not  

  have been at the wrong tomb. 

 Problem #4 – Though the Bible does not mention it, if word got out that the tomb  

  was empty, I am sure that Joseph of Arimathea or Nicodemus, the two  

  who buried Jesus, would have checked it out.  It was Joseph’s tomb.  He  

  would have known where he buried Jesus. 

 

 Theory #4 – The Hallucination Theory or, the bad trip theory. 

 

  This one seems ridiculous.  The thought is that everyone who saw Jesus  

  after his resurrection were actually hallucinating.  He really wasn’t there. 

 

  Problem #1 – This might be acceptable if only one or two people claimed  

   to have seen Jesus, but Paul lists the eyewitnesses in  

   I Corinthians 15.  These were all credible witnesses, not individual  

   given to hallucinations.  He even says that on at least one   

   occurrence, 500 people saw Jesus.  Jesus was not the figment of  

   someone’s imagination.   

 

The evidence demonstrates that Jesus rose from the dead. 

 

Why is it that people are unwilling to accept the resurrection of Jesus?   

 

4. Why were the women told in verse 7, not only to tell Jesus disciples he was risen, but 

specifically to tell Peter?  Any ideas? 

 

5. Verses 9-20 are questioned as to their validity.  They are not found in some of the most 

reliable manuscripts.  It has been suggested, that though they may be valid, we should not 

build our theology or doctrine on them unless they are verified by other scriptures.   

 

6. Verses 9-11 – John 20:1-9 explains that Peter and John ran to the tomb to see if it was 

empty as they had been told. 

 

7. Luke 24:1-35 tells of the two men we read about in Mark 16:12-13. 

 

8. What do verses 15-16 teach us Christ told His disciples to do?  Does the instruction 

include us as well? 

 

9. According to verses 16-17 how does it say a person is saved?  How is a person 

condemned?  This is baptism which takes place following a person’s belief.  What part 



does baptism play in a person’s salvation or condemnation?  You may wish to read 

Ephesians 2:8-9 to shed some more light on this passage. 

 

 

10. Verses 17-18  This can be a tricky passage.  It says a believer will cast out demons, speak 

with new tongues, handle poisonous snakes, and drink poison without dying.  Here is a 

key, if one of these is not true, then the possibility is that the other three are not true as 

well.  Nowhere in the New Testament do we read of someone drinking poison and not 

dying.  Paul was bitten by a viper in Acts 28.  There were incidents in the New Testament 

where believes spoke with new tongues and cast our demons.  Again, this passage is a 

suspect passage.  Do not place your salvation on whether you can or cannot do any of the 

four activities.  

 

Congratulations!  You have completed the first book of our New Testament study.  I truly hope 

that it was an enjoyable and enlightening experience.  Tomorrow, on to the Book of Acts and the 

history of the early church.   

 

Acts 1 -- Jesus goes to Heaven 

 

1. In verses 1-3, Luke verifies that this is his second volume.  The first was the book of 

Luke.  Like Luke, Acts is written for his friend Theophilus.   

 

2. According to verses 2-3, how long did Jesus remain on the earth after his resurrection?  

Why do you think Jesus remained on the earth so long after the resurrection, rather than 

going directly to heaven? 

 

3. Verses 4-5 – In John 14:16-18; 15:26-27; and 16:7-15, Jesus explains to His followers 

that the Holy Spirit will come from the Father to live with them and in them.  In I 

Corinthians 12:12-13 it says that we all receive the Holy Spirit, are baptized into one 

body by the Holy Spirit. That means he must come into our lives at the point of our 

salvation if we all have him.  I Corinthians 6:19-20 says that we as individuals are the 

temple of the Holy Spirit, and in I Corinthians 3:16 it says that the corporate church is the 

temple of the Holy Spirit.  According to Ephesians 1:13-14 we are sealed till the day of 

our redemption by the Holy Spirit .  

 

One of the great differences between church age and the age of the law (Old Testament 

and Israel) which was in effect until Christ came was the permanence of the Holy Spirit.  

When King Saul was rejected by God for his disobedience, the Spirit was taken from 

him, David pleaded with God that His Sprit would not be removed.  In the Old 

Testament, the Holy Spirit would minister but His presence did not seem to be 

permanent.  He would come and go.  In the church age, the age of grace, the Holy Spirit 



resides with us permanently.  When Jesus told His followers to go and wait, it was for the 

coming of the Holy Spirit.   

Why do you think it is for our benefit that Christ ascended into heaven and the Holy 

Spirit has come in His place?   

 

4. Verses 6-11 – What did Jesus say about the restoration of the Kingdom of Israel? 

 What did Jesus tell His followers that they should expect to receive? 

 What was their responsibility according to verse 8?  How does that apply to us? 

 Define what you understand a witness to be in this context.  How does that relate  

  to each of us? 

 Acts 1:8 is the key verse for the Book of Acts.  The rest of Acts reveals how the  

  gospel message started first in Jerusalem and then moved to Judea and  

  Samaria, and then on to the uttermost part of the earth.   

 If we consider Brentwood as our Jerusalem, what might it look like if we were to 

  follow the pattern of the commission given in Acts 1:8 over the next 30  

  years.  30 year is approximately the time span covered in the Book of  

  Acts.  Explain what we would need to do as a church to accomplish what  

  you might envisioning happening. 

 

5. Verses 9-11  Put yourself in the apostles and disciples shoes.  How would you have felt 

 as you watched Jesus ascend into Heaven?  Why? 

 

  What promise did the angels give to His followers?  If you were there how  

   would you have felt? 

 

6. What do we learn about choosing church leaders from this passage?   

 

 

 

Acts 2  --  The Holy Spirit arrives.  The church begins. 
 

1. Explain the event you read about in verses 1-4.  Should we expect similar events today 

when the Holy Spirit comes into the life of a person?  Why or why not.  We receive the 

Holy Spirit without all of the fanfare today.  What was the purpose of the wind, fire and 

different tongues? 

 

2. In verses 5-13 God gave those who had received the holy Spirit the miraculous ability to 

speak in a language that was not their own, which they had never learned previously.  It 

demonstrated to the speaker the presence of the Holy Spirit and it demonstrated to the 

ones listening to him talk in his own language that the church and the gospel were valid.  

They needed to heed the message.  A similar circumstance today would be if you or I 

walked up to an immigrant and began to share Christ with him in his own language, 

though we had never learned that language before.  Another example would be a 



missionary going into a tribal group whose language they did not know and beginning to 

miraculously speak in the language of that tribal group.   

 

The population of Jerusalem was swollen with many foreign visitors.  Possibly they had 

come to celebrate the Passover and had not yet returned home.  How do you think they 

would respond to hearing the good news of Jesus Christ in their own language?  How do 

you think it affected the spread of the gospel when they did return to their own lands? 

 

Peter’s first Message 

 

3. In verses 14-21, Peter reminded his listeners of the end times prophecy from the Book of 

Joel.  They needed to be aware of what was taking place, instead of attributing the ability 

of the believers to speak in tongues to drinking a little too much so early in the day. 

 

4. Verse 22 – What evidence did Peter say that the people of Jerusalem had that Jesus was 

from God?  Who performed the signs according to this verse? 

 

5. Verse 23-24 -  Whose plan was the crucifixion of Jesus?  Who was held accountable for 

the death of Christ?  Notice, even with God’s plan and foreknowledge, man is still held 

accountable for his actions. 

 

 What was the end result of Christ’s resurrection?  How should that impact our view of 

 death? 

 

6. Verse 25-36 - What did David prophecy about Jesus?  What is true of David that is also 

true of all of us? 

  

 Where is Jesus today? 

 

7. Paraphrase verse 36 in your own words.  How do you think you would have responded if 

you were in Peter’s audience and he said this to you? 

 

8. In verse 37, note the actual response of the crowd.  How then did Peter respond to the 

crowd in verses 38-39? 

 

9. Verses 39-41  The church begins to grow!!! 

 

How many responded to the message of Peter?  Why didn’t Luke just say a lot of people 

responded to the message and were baptized that day?  Why was he so specific? 

 

10. Describe the activity of the early church according to verse 42.  How would that look at 

BBF? 

 



11. What stands out to you about the early church in verses 43-47?    What was it that drew 

people, so that people were coming to the Lord daily?  Would you be attracted to such a 

church?  Why or why not?  Note, He added to their church daily!  Daily!!!  Sometimes 

we can become over programmed and leave the Lord out.  How can we keep that from 

happening? 

 

 

Acts 3 

 

1. Verses 1-10   If you were 40 years old and had been lame since birth and someone made 

it possible for you to walk, how do you think you would respond?   

 

 Walking and leaping and praising God!  I like to imagine that is how it will be when I get 

  to Heaven. 

 

 What was the response of those who observed the man healed and walking? 

 

 This is the first miracle that we know of that was performed by the apostles following the 

 resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  What was the divine purpose of this miracle?  Does 

 this imply that such miracles should be demonstrated today? 

 

2. Verses 11-16   Peter’s second sermon. 

 

a. Verse 13   Who does Peter name as having crucified Jesus?  How do you think the 

Jews would react to the title Peter gave to God in this passage?  How would they then 

react to how Peter said God related to Jesus?   

 

b.  How is Jesus defined in verse 13?  What accusation does Peter make against his 

audience in verses 13-14?   

 

c. So, what great truth is confirmed in verse 15? 

 

3. What was the divine purpose of the man who was healed by Peter and John according to 

verse 16?   

 

4. Verse 17   Peter once again confirms that Jesus was crucified by God’s predetermined 

plan.  He also says it was foretold in the prophetic word.  He also notes that the people 

who crucified him did so in ignorance, and yet they are still held accountable for their 

actions.  Is ignorance a good defense for sin or for the rejection of Jesus Christ?  Why or 

Why not?   

 

What do you think of Peter’s preaching?  Would you be comfortable with it?   Do you 

think it would be affective in today’s culture?  Why or why not? 



 

 

5. Verses 19-22 – What is Peter’s invitation and promise to his listeners?   

  

  Repent:  An inward change of heart and mind 

  Return:  An outward change of actions in one’s life 

 

6.  Verse 23 – What will happen to those who do not heed the prophetic word and receive 

Jesus?  How does that make you feel?  Does it elicit some action from you? 

 

7. The offer which Peter makes is universal, but who is it offered to first?  Why? 

  

Acts 4 -- The Conflict begins     
 

1. Verses 1-3   Remember, the Sadducees were primarily made up of the priestly class and 

their followers.  As we learned in Mark 12:18 they do not believe in the resurrection.  For 

Peter to preach the resurrection of Jesus attacked their basic belief system about death.  It 

was more specific when preached about Jesus as they had been instrumental in this 

crucifixion.   

 

2.  In spite of the views of the Sadducees many believed and were added to the church. In 

Acts 2:41,  3,000 were saved.  Now we read that the membership of the early church has 

grown to 5,000.  According to these statistics, God seems to be very concerned about 

church growth.   Do you think He is concerned about numbers?  Why or why not? 

 

3. Verses 5-8   The beginning of Peter’s third great sermon.  Not so long, but certainly 

powerful. 

 

 Peter and John are taken before  the Jewish elite of Jerusalem.  Today we might equate it 

 with a couple of commercial fishermen, laborers, being brought before the joint session 

 of congress.  (I doubt they had much respect going in, but I think they had a great deal 

 more when they left.)  The issue at hand was where did they get the power and authority 

 to perform the miracle and to preach.  ( Intimidation!!!)  How might you feel if you were 

 called up before the House and the Senate to defend your faith in Jesus Christ? 

 

4. According to verse 8, where did Peter’s power come from?  Is that same source of power 

available today?   

 

5. Peter’s defense  Verse 9-10 

 

Who or what was the source of healing of the man who was lame? 

What did Peter accuse the Jewish leader of doing? 



What did Peter give God credit for doing?  (Do not forget that the Sadducees do not 

 believe in the resurrection.) 

 

6. Who is Jesus according to verse 11?  How would the Sadducees react to this? 

 

7.  Verse 12 (Key verse)  What do we learn from verse 12 about our salvation?  

 

How would you answer someone who says there are many ways to God?   

What if someone says, whatever you choose to believe is okay, as long as you are sincere 

about your belief, the way is insignificant?  Is this an issue in our culture today?  Yes or 

no.  Explain your answer. 

 

8. Verses 13-18   The counsel was amazed at the teaching of Peter and John.  They 

recognized the healing of the man as an authentic miracle.  They knew that Peter and 

John were followers of Jesus.  So, knowing all of that, why didn’t they believe?  Do 

people struggle with the same issues concerning belief today?  Explain. 

 

9. Verses 16-20   What instruction was given to Peter and John by the counsel?  How did 

Peter and John respond? 

 

 Do Christians experience similar counsel in America, that Peter and John received from 

 the Jewish leadership?  Can you name some instances where we are told not to verbalize 

 our faith?  What should our response be?   

 

10. Verses 23-31   What was the response of the other believers when Peter and John shared 

with them the instruction they had been given by the Jewish leaders?  What did they do? 

According to verse 31, what was the result?  

 

11. Verses 32-38  -- Amazing Generosity 

 

 They shared everything in common.  No one had any need.   

 How would you feel about this communal lifestyle?  What do you think of the 

 faith and generosity of the early Jerusalem church?  Who received and distributed 

 the money? 

 

 This was not the norm for the early churches, though they were all taught to be 

 generous.  The communal life met a special need in the Jerusalem church at that 



 time.  How do you feel about the generosity of the early believers?  What should 

 be our attitude toward our material possessions?   

 

 How does the attitude of these people compare with the attitude of the rich man 

 we read about in Mark 10:17-31? 

 

 


