
Brentwood Bible Fellowship 

Reading thru the New Testament 

2017 

 
Week 8 

The Book of Acts   

Acts 20 - 24 

 

Suggested Weekly Memory Verse:  Acts 20:32 
  

"And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and 

to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.      
           NAS Version 

 

February 20 - February 26  

 

 

Monday  - Acts 20  (Paul journeys toward Jerusalem – Farewell to the Ephesian 

 elders) 

 

 

Tuesday - Acts 21    (Paul in Jerusalem – Conflict with the Jews) 

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 22   (Paul’s defense before the Jewish Counsel) 

 

 

Thursday - Acts 23   (Jews conspire of kill Paul – He is moved to Caesarea) 

 

 

Friday - Acts 24   (Paul is tried before the Roman governor, Felix) 

 

 

Saturday - Review 

 

 

Sunday - Review 



Questions and comments concerning the daily readings 

Acts 20 - 24 

Week Eight 

 

Acts 20  Paul Travels toward Jerusalem  -  Paul’s Farwell to the Church of 

 Ephesus  
 

1. Acts 20:1-3  Paul fled from Ephesus, possibly fearing for his life.   

 

 It was about this time that Paul wrote the Epistle of II Corinthians.  In all probability he 

 wrote I Corinthians during his time in Ephesus. 

 

2. In verses 4-6 we find seven representatives from the various churches who travelled with 

Paul to deliver the offering which had been taken from the churches on behalf of those in 

need in Jerusalem. Christianity began in Jerusalem. The churches in Asia and Europe, 

grateful for the faith that had come to them from Jerusalem, responded to their need with 

a freewill love offering.   

 

 Are there ways in which the modern church can follow their example?  How? 

 

 You will notice that Luke is once again travelling with Paul. 

 

 

Acts 20:7-12  Paul’s farewell message at Troas 

 

3. What was significant about the day of the week on which they met? 

 

4. Paul was speaking. How long was his message?   

 

 I guess I shouldn’t feel too bad when I go over by a few minutes on some 

 Sundays. 

 

5. What was Eutychus famous for?   

 

 It is important to choose your seat carefully if you have a tendency to fall asleep in 

 church. 

 

 How many other individuals can you name who were brought back to life in the Bible? 

 Can you name the person who was used to raise them from the dead? 

 What was the purpose of the resurrection events in the Bible, other than the resurrection 

 of Jesus? 

 



Acts 20:17-38  Paul’s farewell to the Ephesian church leadership at Miletus.  (Miletus was the 

 seaport near Ephesus.) 

 

6. Summarize from verses 18-21 which Paul said characterized his ministry.  What does that 

tell you about Paul? 

 

7. According to verses 22-24, what seemed to be Paul’s attitude in going to Jerusalem? 

 

8. What does Paul mean in verses 25-27 when he says he is innocent of the blood of all 

men?     

 

9. What responsibilities did Paul give to the church elders according to verses 28-31?   

 

 This is a great passage on the person and roles of the Pastor.  According to verse 17 Paul 

 called the elders from Ephesus to meet with him.  Many churches have elders instead of 

 deacons on their leadership team.  Elder is a symbol of dignity or respect.   According to 

 verse 28, Paul says the Holy Spirit has given them the responsibility of oversight or

 being overseers for the church.  In  I Timothy 3:1-8 it gives the qualifications for an 

 overseer.  Overseers and Elders are synonymous terms given to the same person in 

 leadership in the church.  The final term was the responsibility to shepherd or care for the 

 church  members.  Shepherd comes from the term we get the word pastor from.  They 

 were to pastor the flock of God.  I Peter 5:1-4 is a good passage to see the correlation of 

 these three words.  Elder, Pastor and overseer seem to all define the same individual.  As 

 an elder, a person has a title of  honor and respect.  The overseer is one who gives 

 oversight to the ministry of the church.  The pastor is the caretaker, feeding and 

 protecting the  church.  According to scripture, it would appear that a church may have 

 one or more elders.  The key is, do they all perform the duties of an elder, pastor, 

 overseer?  According to Philippians 1:1 and I Timothy 3, there were two official offices 

 found in the early church.  Elders were always male according to the Bible.  Deacons 

 may have included both men and women.  The issue is always function over title.  In 

 other words, if the deacon is fulfilling the role the Bible gave to the elder, then the 

 deacons should be male.  Our deacons at BBF are male since they fulfill the role of 

 oversight for the church, much as an overseer or elder would.  Our women’s ministry 

 team functions more as biblical deaconesses might have served, though we have not 

 given them that title for various reasons.  Function is always more important than title.   

 

Paul was aware that this was the last time he would see these dear individuals.  What 

would you tell someone if you knew you would never see them again?   

 

10. In verses 29 – 31 Paul warns the Elders to be on the lookout for savage wolves.  What are 

savage wolves?  Do we need to be on the alert for savage wolves in the church today?  

What was the problem in verse 30?  Is this a concern for today?  Why?   

 



11. What was Paul’s desire for the Ephesians according to verse 32? 

 

12. In verses 33-35, what does Paul say his example demonstrated to the Ephesians?  What 

Life principles can you draw Paul’s words for Christians today?   

 

13. What was the relationship of Paul to the Pastor /Elders in Ephesus according to verses 

36-38?  Is such passion evidenced in our churches today?  How might we express our 

concern for someone whom we greatly love and respect, as these men apparently loved 

and respected Paul?  Do we easily establish those kinds of relationships? 

 

 

Acts 21  Paul sails for Jerusalem – Jerusalem may not be very receptive. 
 

1. Acts 21:1-6.  Note the close relationship Paul had with those to whom he had ministered 

on his missionary journeys.  There may have been millions of believes by this time.  I do 

not know the number, but the church had been in explosion mode.  They seemed 

concerned for Paul’s safety as he neared Jerusalem. (see v. 4)  There are differing views 

on whether Paul was acting in obedience or disobedience to the will of God by going to 

Jerusalem.  Based on what you know, do you think he was in or out of the will of God?  

Why didn’t Paul just stay and minister in the areas where he had already been 

ministering.  Certainly there were still many in those areas who needed to come to Christ.  

He was loved there.  Why go to Jerusalem where he knew there were enemies waiting for 

Him?   

 

2. Acts 21: 7-17  What do you remember concerning the ministry of Philip?   

 

 What was a New Testament Prophet or prophetess?   

 

 How would you have responded to the message of Agabus?  Do any of you know anyone 

 named Agabus? 

 

 What does Paul’s response tell you about Paul’s faith?   

 

 What do you think was the real meaning in the response of the rest of Paul’s friends when 

 they said, “the will of the Lord be done.”  (verse 14) 

 

3. Paul arrived at Jerusalem and according to verses 17-20 he began to relate the great 

victories of the ministry to the gentiles to the leaders of the Jerusalem church.  I am sure 

he also delivered the financial gift with had been collected among the gentile churches.   

What a time of rejoicing that must have been. 

 



4. With the rejoicing, however, there was also great concern for Paul’s safety while he was 

in Jerusalem.  According to verse 20, thousands of Jews had received Jesus and been 

completed in their faith.  Jesus Christ was now their Messiah.  But these Jewish 

Christians were also zealous for the law.   

 Was it right for them to continue to keep the law?  Why or why not?   

 These Jewish law keeping Christians had heard that Paul had led the gentiles to receive 

 Jesus as savior by faith.  He did not require that they keep the law or circumcise their 

 children.  Was Paul correct in giving the gentiles the instructions that they did not need to 

 be circumcised or keep the law?  (See Acts 15 – the  Jerusalem Council, and I Corinthians 

 7:17-20)   

 

5. According to verses 22-27, Paul was encouraged to take a religious vow to appease the 

Jewish believers.  Do you think this was a good idea?(See I Corinthians 9: 19-23)  How 

might we apply these principles to the church today?  Give an example. 

 

6. Acts 21:27-29 – Who first stirred up the crowd against Paul?  Were these the individuals 

that the church leadership was concerned about when they sent Paul to take a vow and 

give offerings in the temple?   

 

What was the accusation against Paul?  Was it true?  Why or why not? 

 

7. In verses 30-31 Paul was attacked for his faith.  How does this relate to Acts 9:16.   

 

8. As you read Acts 21:32-36 consider God’s provision for Paul’s safety.  When there was 

seemingly no way out, God is faithful to provide a way.   

 

You may never have been beaten like Paul, but can you think of a time when God 

provided a way for you to accomplish something or to relieve you of some burden when 

it seemed like there was no way to deal with it or overcome it? 

 

   Note the confusion of the crowd as to Paul’s guilt.  Yet, they called for his death.  Can 

 you name any other similar Biblical situations?  Whose death did they call for at that 

 time? 

 

9. In verses 37-40, even the Roman commander is confused over Paul’s identity.  When 

Paul identified himself as a citizen of the Roman city of Tarsus, it must have swayed the 

Roman commander in his favor.  Being a Roman citizen automatically made Paul a 

person of influence. 

 

10. According to verse 40, Paul was fluent in both Greek and Hebrew.  When we speak 

another person’s language, we immediately get that person’s attention and so it was with 

Paul. 

 



 

Acts 22  -  Paul’s defense – Paul’s testimony. 
 

1. As with his discussion on Mars Hill in Athens, Paul begins his defense by identifying 

with the Jews.   

 He uses their language 

 He professes to be a Jew 

 He was educated in Jerusalem by Gamaliel 

 He kept the law 

  His message:  See I am like you! 

 

2. He persecuted the Way.  He could even get confirmation from the high priest, a credible 

witness.  (V. 5-6) 

 

3. Acts 22:6-15  For Paul’s testimony, see Acts 9. Why was the message of verse 14 

important to Paul and to all who would hear Paul?  Why is it significant to us today? 

 

According to verse 15, what was God’s plan for Paul?  Is the command to each of us any 

different?  If so, how? 

 

Again, observing verse 15, explain Paul’s conversion.  When did he actually become a 

Christian or follower of the Way?   

 

4. According to verses 17-21, what was Christ’s instruction to Paul? Why? 

What was Paul’s ministry to be according to verse 21? 

 

Does God still choose and send people to other lands today?  If so, can you name 

anyone?  If God calls someone to ether a vocational ministry in the U.S. or to some 

foreign nation, what should be the response of that person?   

I had a pastor who, as a young person believed that God was calling him into mission 

work on a foreign field, but then God closed the door.  This pastor never lost his heart for 

missions and was in one way or another partially responsible for sending, through his 

churches, well over 100 people to the mission field as long term missionaries.   

 

Note:  Jesus did not argue with Paul about being a missionary to the gentiles.  It was not 

an option.  Are people as likely to take on such a career move today without question?  

Do we take seriously the call of God on our lives?  Think about this one before you 

answer.  Remember, missions begins at home. 

 

5. Acts 22:22-23  Why were the Jews angry with Paul at this point of his testimony? 

 

6. Acts 22:24  A commander oversaw 1,000 men. 

A centurion oversaw 100 men.   



 

This would be a tough way to be examined.  (Remember that Jesus was scourged.)   

 

Paul pleads his Roman citizenship in order to avoid being scourged.  Jesus did not have a 

Roman Citizenship to plead. 

 

7. Verses 27-29  What was the commander’s response when he heard that Paul was a 

Roman citizen? 

 

8.  The commander prepares to hear why the Jews wanted to destroy Paul.  (v. 30) 

 

 

 

 

Acts 23 – Paul stands before the Jewish Council 
 

1. Paul is tried before the Jewish council or Sanhedrin.  (v. 1)  He claims to have a clear 

conscience, he has done nothing wrong.  Ananias the high priest, tells someone close to 

Paul to strike him on the mouth.  (V. 2)  Paul criticizes the high priest for appealing to the 

law and then breaking it.  (v.3)  Paul is extremely bold!   

 

 Paul is told in verse 4, that he is not to revile the high priest of God.   

 

 In verse 5, Paul claims innocence, saying he was unaware that Ananias was the high 

 priest.  How could Paul say that?  What might have been his excuse for his ignorance?  

 (See Hebrews 4:14-16) 

 

2. Acts 23:6-10  Paul makes a creative move to disrupt the trial.  He pits the Sadducees 

against the Pharisees.  The Sadducees, the party of the high priest do not believe in the 

supernatural, or the resurrection from the dead.  The Pharisees, do believe in the 

supernatural existence of a living God and the resurrection from the dead.  Paul was a 

Pharisee.  So realizing their differences, Paul set them at odds with one another.  Paul is 

rather tricky.   

 Note how Paul reads the council, he knows his audience and takes advantage of their 

 differences.  Whether debating and issue or teaching a class in church, it is always 

 important to know your audience. 

 

3. Paul is saved once again by the Roman soldiers.  (v. 10)   

 

4. In verse 11, note God’s promise to Paul.  In Acts 9:15 Jesus had told Paul that he would 

be a witness before gentiles, kings and Israelites.  The prophecy is coming true.  Now he 

promises Paul that he will go to Rome.  Paul did not need to fear being killed by the Jews 



in Caesarea.  As Paul is going to Rome, this being God’s will, guess what, the Romans 

are going to pay his fare.   

 

5. According to verses 12-15 a group of Jews created a plot to take Paul’s life.  The 

commitment of the murderers was not to eat or drink until Paul was dead.  I have often 

wondered how long they went without eating or drinking.  People should not make rash 

promises or commitments, which they may not want to keep later on.  Have you ever 

heard of anyone making promises like this and then not keeping them in the future like 

they said they would?  In fact, most who make such vows will not keep them if their 

plans fail.  How do you feel about such indviduals? 

 

6. In verses 16-22 the Plot to kill Paul is revealed.  How do you think the Roman 

commander was feeling about the Jews at that moment?  Would this plot cause him to 

look upon them favorably?  

 

How do you feel about people who attempt to deceive you? 

 

7. The commander wisely determines to send Paul to Caesarea according to verses 23-24.  

He is wise.  He is taking no chance that he might fail in his decision to send Paul to 

Caesarea. His plan is to move Paul after dark at about 9:00 pm.  He sends him with 200 

soldiers, 200 spearmen, and 70 horsemen.  470 men to guard one prisoner. 

Why do you think he had such a strong military force to guard Paul? 

 

8. The commander sends an explanatory letter with his troops to the governor.  (verses 25-

30)  Explain the commanders reason for sending Paul to governor Felix.  Why didn’t he 

just turn Paul over to the Jews and make them happy? 

 

9. Acts 32:31-35  Paul arrives safely and is promised a trial before his accusers. 

 

10. Paul was housed well while waiting for his accusers to arrive.  He was in the official 

residence.  Not too shabby for a prisoner awaiting his trial and possibly death.  God is 

Good! 

 

 

Acts 24 – Paul before Felix – Let the trials begin.  

 
1. The Jews came prepared, they enlisted an attorney.  His name was Turtullus.  This is 

sounding more like how we handle legal issues today.  Get a lawyer. 

 

 

 

 



2. In verses 2-3 Turtullus begins his cause by flattering the governor.   

 

 Felix had brought peace. 

 Felix had initiated reforms. 

 Turtullus says they are thankful for Felix. 

 

That is it, lay it on thick Turtullus. 

Does flattery help?  With the right person, you bet it does.  This was a cagey lawyer. 

 

3. In verses 5-6 Turtullus actually gets into the accusation the Jews are making against Paul.   

A. He stirs up dissension among the Jews all over the world.  (They do not want 

Paul to proselyte.) 

B. Paul is a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 

C. Paul was attempting to desecrate the temple. 

 

  He claims that the Jews arrested Paul.  (You may want to reread Acts 21:27-31 for 

  a clearer account of what took place.)   

 

D. Verse 7, Turtullus insinuates that Lysias, the Roman Commander had 

interfered with their handling of the arrest of Paul.  In fact, he and his soldiers 

had acted in a violent manner.  (This lawyer is really laying it on.) 

Do you think Felix would have been moved by Turtullus’ attack on the 

actions of a Roman Commander?  Why or why not? 

 

4. Paul states is own defense.  He has no high-priced lawyer to defend him.  With God on 

his side, he does not need one. 

  

 

A.  V. 11-12  Paul had been in Jerusalem no more than 12 days when he was accosted by 

the Jews. 

B. V. 13  The Jews cannot prove any of their charges.  They are all hearsay at best. 

C. V. 14-16  Paul admits to being a follower of the Way through which he does: 

1. Serve the God of their Fathers. 

2. Believe everything in accordance with the law and the prophets. 

3. Believe in the resurrection of all people: both good and evil. 

4. Try to maintain a blameless conscience before God and man.  

 

5.  In verses 16-17,  Paul explains that he had brought money to assist the needy in Jerusalem.  

 He also had an offering for his worship in the temple.    

 

6. Paul explains that the real reason the Jews want to convict him is because of his belief in the 

 resurrection of the dead.  (verse 21) 

 



What do you think of Paul’s defense?  Has he adequately responded to the charges made against 

him? 

 

If someone took you to court and charged you with not being a good American because of your 

faith, what defense would you make?   

 

7. verses 22-23 Felix tabled the case to be finalized at a later date.  Paul was to be given as much 

 freedom as he wanted without actually being free.   

 

8. According to verse 24, Paul continued to witness to Felix and his wife Drusilla.  (Drusilla, not 

 a good name, but then again she was not a very nice lady.)   

 

9. Acts 24:24-35  After hearing Paul speak on the gospel and righteousness, self-control, 

and the judgement to come, Felix became frightened and sent Paul away.  Why do you 

think Felix was frightened?   

 

10. Do you think people would be frightened by a message of righteousness, self-control, and 

judgement in today’s world? 

 

11. It does not appear that Felix thought that Paul was guilty of a crime worthy of death.  

Why didn’t he release him?  One reason is found in verse 26.  What might be another 

reason?  Characterize Felix by what you know of him from this chapter.   

 

12. In verse 27 Festus replaces Felix.  Still Paul is not released by Felix.   

 

Next week we follow Paul to Rome and then finish the Book of Acts.  We will move in our study 

through the New Testament to the Book of Hebrews. 


