
Brentwood Bible Fellowship 

Reading thru the New Testament 

2017 

 
Week 7 

The Book of Acts   

Acts 15-19 

 

Suggested Weekly Memory Verse:  Acts 15:11 
  

"But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are."  

NAS Version 
February 13 - February 19  

 

 

Monday - Acts 15   (The Jerusalem Council) 

 

 

Tuesday - Acts 16   (Paul’s Macedonian Vision – The Gospel Goes to Europe) 

 

 

Wednesday - Acts 17   (Second Journey Ministries – The Sermon on Mars Hill) 

 

 

Thursday - Acts 18   (Second Journey Ends – Third Journey Begins) 

 

 

Friday - Acts 19   (Paul Establishes a Bible School in Ephesus – Riot in the City) 

 

 

Saturday - Review 

 

 

Sunday - Review 

 

 

Questions and comments concerning the daily readings 

Acts 15 - 19 

Week Seven 

 



Acts 15  (The Jerusalem Council)  Approximately 50 A.D. -  About 20 years after the 

Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus. 
 

Acts 15 is a key passage in the history of the early church.  Every Christian should read it to gain a greater 

appreciation, to better understand the fact that our salvation, our justification before God is based on His grace 

and His grace alone. 

 

1. Acts 15:1 sets the premise for this great chapter.  Paul learned at his conversion that salvation was by 

God’s grace apart from the law.  Peter learned that acceptance before God was by grace through his 

vision and the conversion of Cornelius in Acts 10.   

 

 Not everyone else among the Jewish converts was so clear about this fact.  Some of the  Pharisees had 

even converted to Christianity but they held to the belief that someone, in  order to become a Christian must not 

only receive Christ, but also be circumcised and  keep the law.  For them, Christianity was simply an 

extension of Old Testament  Judaism, of which gentiles could now be a part if they kept the law and the rite of 

 circumcision. 

 

 These Judaizers, as they were called, had decided to go to Antioch and teach their  doctrine of Grace plus 

the law to those converts living in Antioch.  They did not seek the  approval of the church leadership in 

Jerusalem before they went.  I would imagine this  legalism was not a problem in Jerusalem as most Jews 

already kept the law and it would  not have been an issue for most of them.  They had kept the law and the 

traditions from  birth.  It was just part of their culture. 

 

2. Paul and Barnabas confronted the heresy, but the question arose, who was right.  It was decided that 

Paul and Barnabas, along with a couple of other men would go to Jerusalem, to the Apostles and the 

elders for clarification. 

 

 How would you respond if some seemingly knowledgeable individuals came to you and  said you could 

not be saved, have forgiveness of sins, without keeping the ten  commandments, or being circumcised, or 

being baptized?  How would you respond?   Would you feel comfortable with your response? 

 

3. According to verses 3-4 Paul and Barnabas were sharing about the results the gospel was having among 

the gentiles.  When was the last time you heard how an individual’s life was changed when they became 

a Christian and you were truly rejoicing? 

 

4. Acts 15:5  The question:  Is receiving, by faith, God’s grace sufficient for our salvation or must we do 

something more to be acceptable to God? 

 

 You may remember that even during Christ’s time on earth, the Pharisees were  extremely strict.  The 

keeping of the law and the traditions were absolutely imperative to  be acceptable before God.  Apparently there 

was not much change, even after they  received Christ.  

 

The Council Convened 

 

5. Peter testified first, giving his account of how God had sent him to the gentiles.  According to verse 9, 

how did Peter say God cleansed their hearts?  What did Peter say was the problem of the law according 



to verse 10?   Peter wraps up his testimony in verse 11.  How does he say that all men are saved?  Both 

Jews and gentiles? 

 

6. Paul and Barnabas spoke next.  They testified about how God had worked through them with mighty 

signs and wonders.  Why was their testimony important? 

 

7. James the Council President passes his judgement 

 

 He quotes Amos 4:12 where it says God had intended to include the gentiles from  the 

beginning. 

 

 God is faithful.  He always brings his plans to fulfillment. 

 

 We must never waver in the belief that God will fulfill what He has promised. 

 

8. According to Acts 15:19-21 what were James recommendations concerning the gentiles and how they 

are saved? 

 

9. Acts 15:22  Why was it important for the council to send men along with Paul and Barnabas when they 

returned to Antioch?  Can you see anyway that this practice may be useful in the church today?   

 

10. Why was the letter from the Jerusalem council important?  Why wouldn’t the testimony of Paul and 

Barnabas have been sufficient?  Is there anything in the letter which seems especially important to you? 

 

11. Acts 15: 30-35  How was the letter received by the gentiles?  How would you expect the ministry of 

Paul and Barnabas may have been affected when the gentiles received the letter from the council?   

 

12. Paul and Barnabas prepare to go on a second missionary journey in verses 36-41.  There was a problem.  

What was the cause of their division?  Do you think it was positive or negative?  Are you impressed 

with how they dealt with their problem?  Who seemed to be most at fault?  How could they have 

handled the issue in a better manner?  How do you think it affected the overall ministry?  Good or Bad?   

 

It is amazing how God can take a serious negative and turn it into something very positive.   

 

This is the last we will hear of Barnabas, the Son of Encouragement, yet in the years to follow, Mark 

will become a devoted assistant to both Peter and Paul.  He will also become the author of the Gospel of 

Mark.  We may make foolish mistakes and unwise decisions and yet God can turn us around and use us 

for His glory.  That is reason for us to never give up on anyone.  Allow God the opportunity and time to 

make the changes needed. 

 

 

Acts 16  Missionary Journey #2  -  Paul, Silas and later Timothy 

 

 
1. Acts 16:1-3  Paul sets out on his second missionary journey with a new partner, Silas.  This time, instead 

of going by sea they travel over land to Derbe, Lystra and Iconium.  It was at Lystra that they threw 

rocks at Paul and left him for dead.  This was the third time that Paul had stopped at Lystra.  Would you 



have gone back there?  Pretty brave, but then Paul was never one to shy away from trouble if he had the 

opportunity to share his faith and encourage the believers.   

 

 God had a reason for Paul to go back to Lystra.  It was here that a young man named  Timothy 

would join Paul.  He would become one of Paul’s most trusted disciples.   

 

 Dawson Trotman, founder of the Navigators, a Christian Discipleship organization, used  to say, “Where 

is your young man?”  The point is that as mature Christians we should  each have someone that we are 

helping to mature in their faith.  Who is your young man  or young woman? 

 

2.  How can we effectively reproduce the ministry seen in verses 4-5 through BBF? 

 

3. Explain what took place in verses 6-12.   

 

What was Paul’s response to his Macedonian vision?  What does that explain to you about Paul? 

 

Notice the shift in pronouns beginning in verses 10.  Previously the author had written about they and 

them – Third person plural.  Now he begins to speak in the first-person plural, we and us.  Apparently, 

Luke had joined them at Troas.   

 

 They crossed the Aegean Sea into Macedonia.  They were no longer in Asia.  Now they  had crossed 

over and landed in Europe.   

 

4. Acts 16:13-15  We are not sure why there was not a synagogue in Philippi, other than to have a 

synagogue, there must be at least ten Jewish men living in the community.  This would indicate there 

was a rather small population of Jews in Philippi.  As a result, on the Sabbath, Paul went out of the city 

looking for a group of Jews who met by the river for prayer.   

 

 Lydia was there at the meeting.  After hearing Paul talk, she believed.  Lydia is the first  convert we 

have recorded in the Bible who received Jesus in Europe.  How did Lydia  demonstrate the faithfulness of her 

decision to Paul so that he would come to her home  and continue to teach them? 

 

 What can we learn from Lydia? 

 

5. In the 16th through the 21st verses a demon obsessed girl was fallowing Paul and his team crying out, 

“servants of the most high God proclaiming the way of salvation.”    Why did this offend Paul?  

Wouldn’t it have been good advertising for his ministry? 

 

 Why were the girl’s masters upset when Paul cast the demon out of her?  Shouldn’t they  have been 

happy for her?   

 

 How much do you think greed and financial benefit impact people’s decision making  today, even if 

causes harm to someone else? 

 

What reasons were given for arresting Paul and Barnabas, beating them and casting them into prison?  

What was the true motivation for arresting, beating and imprisoning Paul and Silas?  

 

 



6. Miracles happen in prison too! 

  

 Verses 22-24 are simply a testimony of the abuse Paul and Silas suffered for their Lord. 

 

 In verse 25, it was mid-night and they were in the back of the jail praying and singing.   Wow, what an 

attitude!  They had a captive audience.  All of the prisoners had to listen to  them. 

 

 Verse 26, suddenly the hand of God enters the scene.  Big, Really big earthquake.  The  prison shakes, 

the doors fly open, the chains fall off.   

 Stop a moment and imagine what this must have been like.  God at work! 

 

 Verse 27  What was the jailers response?  Why do you think he planned to kill himself?    The 

other question is, why didn’t the other prisoners escape?   

 

 Verse 28 had to be pure relief for the jailer.  Remember what happened to the guards who  lost 

Peter? 

 

 Verses 29-30.  What was the jailer’s response?  What was his request? 

 I guess we could say that God never wastes a good beating and imprisonment.   

 

 What would it take for a person to ask today, “What must I do to be saved?” 

 

 God can use all kinds of circumstances to lead a person to Christ, but there is only one  gate through 

which we must enter to gain eternal life.  What circumstance led you to  receive your salvation?  If you 

cannot think of the circumstance, ask yourself if you have  ever really enter through the one gate to receive 

eternal life?   

 

7. In verses 31-32, what did Paul say one must do to be saved?  Was the entire household automatically 

saved because the jailer was?  Define the word “Believe” in this context. 

 

8. In Verses 33- 34, what events took place immediately to demonstrate that the jailer had truly received 

Jesus as his savior? 

 

9. In verses 35-40, we do not know why the magistrates had decided to quietly let Paul and Silas go free, 

but when it was reported to them that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, and not simply Jewish 

travelers, fear must have gripped their hearts.  It was illegal to beat a citizen as they had and illegal to 

cast them into prison without a trial.  They had messed up big time.  Paul had been a citizen from birth.  

The magistrates could easily have lost their jobs as a result  of such an action.   

 

Can you see how God uniquely prepared Paul for spreading the gospel throughout the Roman empire?  Name as 

many things about Paul that uniquely prepared him for this task to which God had called him.  Isn’t God 

amazing?   

 

How has God uniquely prepared you and the members of BBF to spread the gospel in our communities and 

even to the uttermost parts of the earth? 

 



10. Paul and Silas remained for a time in the home of Lydia to encourage the believers.  Then he and Silas 

moved on.  Luke may have remained behind in Philippi.  He returned to using the pronoun they and 

them instead of we and us. 

11. The church of Philippi seems to have had a special place in Paul’s heart, as we will see in the study of 

Philippians.  He wrote the Epistle from jail to encourage them and to thank them for their continued 

support on his behalf.   

 

 

Acts 17  -  Paul continues the ministry of his second Missionary Journey.     
 

Acts 17:1-9  The ministry at Thessalonica 

 

1. In verses 1-3 Paul goes to the synagogue to share the message of Christ with the people there. 

 

2. In verses 4-9, notice the different responses to the message. 

a. Some of the devout Geeks and leading women believed. 

b. The Jews chose not to believe.   

 

   Why did the Jews reject the gospel? 

   Do people reject the gospel for similar reasons today?  

 

 What was the charge leveled against this Christianity and Jesus?  Have your heard that  attack on 

Christianity or Jesus before? 

 

3. According to I Thessalonians 2:9 and Philippians 4:16 it seems that Paul and Silas were in Thessalonica 

for an extended period of time.  

 

 It is interesting that the church at Philippi was already sending money to Thessalonica  for Paul’s 

support.   

 

Acts 17:10-14    Paul Ministers in Berea.  

 

4. Paul and Silas fled from Thessalonica, running for their lives.  If you had fled a ministry fearing for your 

safety, do you think you would have been encouraged to begin a new ministry in the next town?  Yes or 

no? Explain! 

 

5. How were the Berean Jews more noble than the Thessalonian Jews?     

 

6. What was the result of Paul’s preaching in Berea?   

 

7. If the ministry was going so well, why did Paul have to leave? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Acts 17: 16-34   Paul goes to Athens 

 

 

8. Paul travelled from Berea to the sea and down to Athens, Greece.  He was waiting there for the arrival of 

Silas and Timothy.   

 

9. Acts 17:16-21   

 

From what you have read, what seemed to typify the city of Athens?    

Who did Paul speak to in the synagogue?  

Who did he speak to in the market place?   

How might Paul’s messages in the synagogue differed from his messages in the market place?  Why 

were they different? 

 

According to verse 18, what was the focus of Paul’s message?   

 

Why did Paul’s message seem strange to the Greeks? 

a. The bodily resurrection was detestable to the Greek.  Matter was considered to only be evil, 

not good.  

b. Paul made the resurrection his key issue.   

 

 What can you learn about the Athenians from verse 21? 

 

10.  Acts 17:22-31  Paul’s famous message on Mars Hill 

 

 Learn from Paul.  Paul always began to share with his audience with where they were  spiritually and 

intellectually.  He then would lead them to Jesus and the resurrection. 

 

 Read the following verses and fill in the blanks as you read. 

 

 v. 23  Paul came to proclaim to them that which was __________________.  

 

 v. 24  God the _____________  of the world and all things in it.   

           God is not limited to _______________ in temples. 

 

 v. 25  God needs nothing from humans as He gives to all people_____________   and    

 ____________  and  _________  ______________. 

 

 v. 26-27  God made every nation from one ____________.  He designed their    

 circumstances so that they might ______________  God. 

 

  Is God hard to find if we are seeking for Him? 

 

 v. 28  God is our Father and He is _____________  present.  We exist in God.   

 

 v. 29  Since we are God’s creation and God’s children, we ought not to seek among stone  

 or metal _______________  created by man.   

 



 v. 30-31  What is God’s message to all mankind?   

 

 Note:  1.  A day of judgement is already appointed  

.    2.  A judge has already been appointed 

 

 According to verse 31, what is the proof to all men concerning these things? 

  

11.  Acts 17:32-34 

 

 Note the response to Paul’s message 

 

1. Some sneered. 

2. Some wanted to hear more. 

3. Some believed. 

  

 Is this different or similar to how people may respond to the gospel message today?   Explain why it 

may either be the same or different and why. 

 

No church appears to have been planted in Athens. 

 

 

Acts 18 – Paul’s ministry in Corinth 

 

1. Acts 18:1-4  Paul goes to work – Not only did Paul have excellent intellectual abilities, he was also 

skilled at the craft of making tents.  It was the custom that all Jewish boys would be trained to have 

some kind of trade.  Paul’s was in making tents.  The trade came in handy to support his ministry when 

needed. 

 

Aquila and Priscila would become a great asset to Paul’s ministry.   

 

So Paul made tents working with Aquila and Priscilla and then he evangelized in the synagogue on the 

Sabbath.   

 

2. In verses 5-6 we see that Paul ministered to the Jews first, but when they rejected his message, he went 

out looking for greener pastures.  Was leaving the Jews to minister to the gentiles a good idea?  How 

long does a person remain in a ministry when there is little or no fruit?  When is it time to move on?  

When is it time to change your target audience or modify your approach? 

 

3. Interesting!  Many believed in the testimony of the synagogue leader.  Why do you think they would 

listen to him?  (vs. 7-8) 

 

4. In verses 9-10 we read of Paul’s second vision.  Paul most likely needed some encouragement to keep 

on ministering.  Did you ever need some extra encouragement to keep ministering for the Lord?  If so, 

when?  Why?  What happened?   

 

5. Verse 11 – This was a long-term mission!  Many people believed and joined the church, though 

according to the books of I and II Corinthians they appeared to be immature and fleshly in their faith. 

 



The Epistles of I and II Thessalonians were written from Corinth about 52 A. D. 

 

6. God had promised Paul that He would be with him and he did not need to worry.  He would protect him.  

Yet it looked bad for Paul in verses 12-17.  When it looked like Paul might be in trouble, I believe God 

intervened with Gallio the proconsul.   

 

 What do you think of Gallio’s attitude toward the Jews and the trial of Paul?  How would  you compare 

him to some of our justices today? 

 

 What impact do you think this event had on Paul’s future ministry?  Do you think he  may have had 

greater courage in speaking the truth, knowing that God had his back?   

 

 See I Corinthians 1:1 to learn more about Sosthenes.   

 

7. Paul, Aquila and Priscilla set sail for Ephesus.  We do not know what Paul’s vow was for sure, but it 

may have been a vow of thanksgiving for God’s protection in Corinth.   

 

8. Act 18:19-22  Paul made a short stop in Ephesus, leaving Aquila and Priscilla and then headed for 

Caesarea and then on up to Antioch,   

 

 

Acts 18:  23-28  Paul begins his third missionary journey. 

 

9. The introduction of Apollos.  Apollos was a master communicator and debater.   

 

10.  As gifted as Apollos was, what did Apollos seem to be missing in his message? 

 

11.  How were Aquila and Priscilla able to assist him? 

 

 

 

Acts 19 – The third missionary journey continues.  

 
1. Paul passed through the areas of Iconium and Antioch of Pisidia and then on to Ephesus.  As you may 

remember, Paul made a brief stop in Ephesus on his way home from his second missionary journey.  

Possibly his stop on the previous trip had simply been to scout out the city as a possible place for an 

extended ministry.  We know that Paul spent approximately three years in Ephesus this trip. 

 

2. Acts 19:2-7  What was the difference in John’s Baptism and the baptism in the name of Jesus Christ?  

Do you think anyone still practices John’s baptism today?  If so, who or how?   

 

3.  In  verses 8-10 we find that Paul established a training center, or Bible School in the school of 

Tyrannus.  How did this result in all of Asia hearing the Word of the Lord?  Do you know of any 

examples of how this made a difference in reaching Asia with the Word of God? 

 

 How could we establish a similar ministry in Brentwood to reach all of the Delta area for  Christ? 

 



4. Acts 19:11-18  Why weren’t the seven sons of Sceva able to cast the demon out of the man?   

 

 One person said, “It is more important to know Jesus, than to know about Jesus 

 Was the truth of this phrase a problem for the sons of Sceva?  How might this be a  problem for 

people today?  Explain! 

 

According to verses 17-20 many people in Ephesus practiced black magic.  When they accepted Christ 

they ceased doing black magic.  Why was it important for them to publicly burn their books?   

 

Have you ever heard of, seen or participated in something similar to this book burning?  How might 

something similar to the book burning be beneficial today? 

 

5.  In verses 23-27, what was Demetrius’ real problem?  Do you think his religion was a problem?  Do you 

even think that he was very religious?   

 

6. Acts 19:28-34  This was more than a protest, this was a riot!  How did it get started?  Were the 

individuals involved even aware of the purpose of the protest (riot)?    

 (see v.32) 

 

How was this like the protests and riots we experience today  ? 

What does this say about how a crowd can be whipped into a frenzy without understanding or even 

having a legitimate concern for doing what they are doing? 

 

7.  In verses 35-41, how does the town clerk restore order?   

 

 Compare the event in Ephesus with the events in present day America.  What can we  learn about 

human nature from verses 23 – 41? 


